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UNCLIMBED NEW ZEALAND 
THE MOUNTAINS, THE BUSH AND THE SEA 
LAND UPLIFTED HIGH (in preparation) 


To my brother Paul 
and my sister Alice 


PREFACE 


My TERRITORY COVERS MucH of the topmost half of the 
South Island and includes foothills and glaciers, valleys 
and ranges, gorges and the Main Divide. I have been 
sparing of adjectives in descriptions of country so vivid 
that to belabour it with ripe prose would be to dazzle 
rather than to inform. Space is too limited to admit of 
historical background. I concern you with facts of the 
present ; let the promise of future trips be the enticement. 


Generally Tue SourHern Axps, Part ONE as a title is 
too vague. I have stretched it further than is usually 
accepted, and have included the Kaikoura and Spenser 
Ranges as well as some outlying foothills. I stop at the 
Rangitata-Perth watershed. Because others know the High 
Central Alps of the Tasman-Fox-Franz Josef so well I leave 
to them the task of a guide book about those areas. My 
method was to study photographs I have taken and 
collected since 1929, to relate them to maps and the 
published records of mountain clubs and other relevant 
literature, and then to summarise, again to summarise and 
finally to summarise. I considered a topographical order 
to be the most logical one to describe some 50 valleys, 
200 peaks and 100 passes. To each valley I give three 
sections : first, general information such as access, tracks, 
fords and huts; second, the climbs; and, third, the 
passes. Thus I take a reader to a valley, outline a climb 
or so, and offer a different route home by a pass. I have 
not omitted many peaks or passes. I have no space for a 
rock-to-rock description, and such would rob the spirit 
of adventurous youth finding its own way, but have 
concentrated on stating what I hold to be essentials: 
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where to ford rivers, which ridges are of loose rock, which 
of firm, which icefalls are viable, and such matters that 
should save time and even life. 


Where (as is usual) a peak has routes from several 
valleys, I give such peak separate references under each 
related valley. For example, Mount Rolleston is referred 
to under Bealey, Otira and Waimakariri peaks because of 
its several routes. Thus the passes have references under 
both valleys into which they watershed. 


I have a horror of jargon, and of the abuse of technical 
terms in a work for laymen, and you will find that instead 
of the French Couloir I use its New Zealand equivalent 
of ‘ gully’, qualified by ‘snow’ or ‘rock’ where relevant. 
I cannot do without the imported Col (a high and often 
symmetrical mountain pass needing alpine experience to 
cross) or Neve (the upper snow and ice fields which feed 
icefalls and glaciers). 


In referring to directions for banks of rivers I do not 
use the misleading ‘left’ and ‘right’. Although ‘true left ’ 
means ‘left looking downstream’ this correct usage is not 
general — indeed many stalkers and musterers refer to 
“left’ as looking upstream. To play safe, I use ‘N.E.’ or 
other compass direction for river banks, and if relevant 
maps are consulted either in this book or on survey sheets 
there should be no confusion as the general direction of a 
valley is easy to place. Where the valley alters general 
course I refer to such variation. 


While legal access gives right of way to most of our 
back-country (up river valleys in the case of pastoral runs) 
parties should consult run-holders for the use of their huts 
and should take care not to disturb stock. 


May good weather and good climbing be your lot. 
Joun Pascor 


289 Muritate Road, 
Eastbourne, Wellington 


SOME ACCESSIBLE FOOTHILLS 


A few training grounds for more strenuous trips. 

The selection is arbitrary and while confined to 

ranges over six thousand feet in height, includes only 

some of the most suitable, handy to Christchurch. 
But there are many other fish to fry. 


PUKETERAKI RANGE 

This range is known to musterers as the ‘ Pakati’. From 
Oxford a road leads to Ashley Gorge (5 miles) where 
hair-pin bends and steep grades keep the driver alert till 
he reaches Lees Valley (18 miles). Leave the cars at the 
Snowdale homestead (8 miles) and cross the Whistler 
river to the N.E. bank, where a pack-track leads to a 
musterer’s hut, half-way through the gorge. From here the 
track falls to the gorge where some fifty crossings are 
necessary till a spur at the Whistler forks gives direct 
access E.N.E. up snow grass and through open beech 
forest till shingle abounds. The highest point in the range 
is Curst Prax, 6347 feet, also known as Mount Pember, 
and takes some three hours from the Whistler Forks. The 
Esk and Waimakariri valleys are seen to great advantage. 
If time allows, descend to Cuest Knos, 6188 feet, for a 
clear panorama of the Mount White sheep country. The 
return to the cars is made by the line of ascent. This is a 
comfortable week-end trip. 


TORLESSE RANGE 

This is the prime favourite for training, and has been 
used by three generations of Canterbury mountaineers 
from G, E. Mannering onwards. The range has five peaks : 
CastLeE Hitt, Rep, Back, Rupicon, and OTaraMa. The 
most accessible is the CastLE Hitt Prax, 6554 feet, which 
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is climbed from Porter’s Pass, 8100 feet, 14 miles from 
Springfield. The route lies up a broad shingle face, and 
over MaweEn’s Fiat or Foc Prax, 5685 feet, which may 
be skirted on the east flank if necessary. A short descent 
to a saddle leads to a good ridge that gradually gains 
height, and gives a good view of the distant divide peaks. 
An alternative descent may be made down side gullies to 
the Big Kowai river, but in winter care must be taken 
to avoid frozen faces or snow slides (in 1950 three men 
were killed by an unusual snow slide following a nor’west 
thaw). The Rusicon Prax, 6442 feet, gives a good week- 
end trip. Leave the cars 5 miles from Springfield on a side 
road south of the Little Kowai river gained from Kowai 
Bush. A foot track up a flat tussock valley leads to the 
bushed glade of Happy valley (3 miles) at 1900 feet, 
where shelter and firewood abound, and water is handy. 
From the forks of the river climb north through the bush 
to reach open snowgrass, and a broad ridge west. At 5,000 
feet the ridge, now shingle, turns W.N.W. to the top. For 
the descent, the three long shingle slides Hurtle Beauty, 
Hurtle Beast and Hurtle Bastard tempt the adventurous, 
but only Hurtle Beauty (the westernmost) is feasible, as 
the others live up to their names with bluffs and waterfalls. 
Only experienced men should use Hurtle Beauty in winter. 

The OraraMa Prax, 6458 feet, may be climbed from 
the spur north of Staircase Gully railway station past the 
first tunnel after the viaduct. A traverse of the OTARAMA 
Prax over the Back Prax, 6459 feet, and Rep Prax, 6081 
feet, leads to serrated rock climbing, culminating in The 
Gap and the Castine Hii Prax. The traverse from 
Staircase to Porter’s Pass takes some 12 hours and the 
rock near The Gap needs good rope work and experience. 


CRAIGIEBURN RANGE 

From Springfield the main road crosses Porter’s Pass to 
the Castle Hill sheep station, some 20 miles. Over two 
miles beyond, at the site of the old hotel ruins, cars can 
be left for a long spur to Mounr CioupEstry, 6914 
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feet, a gradual climb up snowgrass and shingle. An easy 
traverse over broad ridges across minor bumps due S.W. 
leads to the highest point Mount Enys, 7202 feet, a great 
viewpoint. It has a quick descent by a good shingle slide 
to the Whitewater stream and so back to the main road. 
Other traverses offer from Mount Cloudesley. By travelling 
E.N.E. the peaks of Izarp, 6958 feet, CHEESEMAN, 6651 
feet, CockayNe, 6146 feet, and Watt, 6151 feet, are 
possible in a day. There is no alpine difficulty, except 
perhaps in winter conditions, and any of the main spurs 
may be followed back to tributaries of the Broken river 
with a good walk through beech forest and tussock land 
to the main road. The range is very popular for ski-ing in 
winter, and the Canterbury Winter Sports Club has three 
huts between 2500 feet and 6000 feet. The Canterbury 
Mountaineering Club has a hut at 4000 feet, and there are 
also huts owned privately by skiers. Private roads give 
access to the bottom huts, and the CMC hut has a 
well-graded track from the main road. With its limestone 
gorges and underground tunnels the Broken river itself is 
worth visiting. Fit parties may traverse Mounts Cloudesley 
and Izard to an outlying ridge in the Lake Coleridge 
watershed that culminates in the twin summits of Mount 
O.ympus, 6866 feet, whose lowest peak is a moderately 
difficult rock climb. These two peaks are also accessible 
from a private road and ski-ing hut owned by the 
Windwhistle Winter Sports Club up the Ryton valley some 
eight miles from the Lake Coleridge homstead on the road 
to the Lake Ida skating rink and the Harper Diversion. 


MOUNT HUTT RANGE 

Sixteen miles up the Rakaia gorge road from Methven 
the Little river lies to the north of a good long spur that 
is the quickest route to the summit of Mount Hetr, 7180 
feet. The climb starts at 1500 feet. The 5500 feet of ascent 
is made for the most part on shingle, and gives fine views 
of the Canterbury Plains, while to the north and west rise 
great peaks of the Main Divide. In winter if the snow is 
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safe a good descent can be made by glissading into basins 
into a stream behind the Blackford sheep station. The 
route is so easy that much of it can be done in the dark. 
There are no huts and little fuel available. Four hours is 
normal time for the climb. 

The South Peak of Mount Hutt, 6810 feet, is also a 
good climb though its view to the north is blocked by the 
higher peak, to which it may be traversed. 


OLD MAN RANGE 

Six miles from Springburn, the road ends at the Taylor 
stream. A pack track leads through the gorge on the south 
bank, and when the stream turns west it should be left for 
a spur to OLD Man Prax, 7268 feet, where mixed rock 
scrambling traverses to Mount Taytor, 7648 feet, the 
highest of the Canterbury foothills, with its comprehensive 
views of the Arrowsmith and other truly alpine ranges. 
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KAIKOURAS TO THE HURUNUI 


While the Kaikoura and Spenser Mountains are not 
generally considered to be part of our Southern Alps, 
they are of sufficient importance to be included in 
any book about the northern part of the South 
Island. Their steep rock and generous snow basins 
are some compensation for lack of glaciers, and the 
park land of beech forest and tussock flats makes for 
attractive valley travelling. 


INLAND KAIKOURA RANGE 


HODDER VALLEY 


From Blenheim the road up the Awatere valley crosses 
the Hodder Bridge at 1650 feet. This is the start of the 
trip up the Hodder valley which gives good access for 
the three peaks of Tapuaenuku, Mount Alarm and Mitre, 
and a high pass to the Clarence. For 2 miles the shingle 
riverbed makes good travelling, and below the Shin 
confluence at 1760 feet a tin musterer’s hut (on a terrace 
on the east bank) offers shelter. The usual route is up the 
first gorge for some two miles, with innumerable crossings 
of the river. (An alternative route is up the Shin river, a 
spell at the Shin Hut at 2000 feet, and a crossing of the 
Shin Saddle at 2900 feet, which would save fords in wet 
weather as the Shin carries less water than the Hodder.) 
After a mile of open going in the Hodder, the valley 
narrows again, and at 2700 feet the second gorge takes 
charge. Large boulders make a crazy staircase, and if the 
river is in fresh, each of the many fords will be tricky. 
The Hodder rises quickly after rain. At 3600 feet a large 
waterfall blocks progress and a high sidle 400 feet on the 
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INLAND AND SEAWARD KAIKOURAS 


Lands & Survey Dept. 


east bank leads back to the riverbed, which is crossed to 
the west bank. Here at 4000 feet is a thicket of mountain 
ribbonwood which makes this possy the best tent site in 
the whole valley. It can well be the base for the three 
climbs which offer. Firewood and water are handy. 


‘ TAPUAENUKU * 

Leave camp before dawn. Follow a trail on the west 
bank a few hundred feet above the river past another 
gorge and waterfalls. Half a mile above the camp cross the 
river and strike up a shaly grass face leading to a spur of 
shingle S.E. that gains height steadily. The ridge gradually 
veers easterly till above 8000 feet it turns due south. 
If the party is large, avoid loose rocks. Climb PinNacte, 
8850 feet, or sidle it on the east face, according to your 
aptitude on loose rock, and descend to a small saddle some 
400 feet below. From this point the final ridge to the top 
of Tapuaenuku, 9465 feet, is straight forward. The descent 
is usually made by traversing S.W. to a saddle of 8868 
feet, and turning N.N.W. down shingle and grass slopes 
to tributaries of the Upper Hodder, avoiding bluffs and 
waterfalls where necessary. Finally gain the west bank of 
the main Hodder and so back to camp. 

Mount AxarM, 9400 feet. As with Tapuaenuku, Mount 
Alarm is possible in a day from the Hodder camp. Climb 
up the Hodder valley to the main forks, and take to the 
S.E. branch, sidling above waterfalls. Cross the shingle 
basins, and from a saddle under Tapuaenuku gain the 
north ridge to Mount Alarm. The rock is steep and loose 
and needs a rope and care. The summit is narrow. 
Descend the same way. This climb is harder than 
Tapuaenuku, and should only be made by keen rock men. 

Mitre Prax, 8600 feet. Follow the Hodder and keep 
to the westernmost branch. From a basin under Mitre 
climb a saddle of 7825 feet where feasible loose rock 
ridges lead to Mitre Peak. 


* See illustration 
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Alternative routes to Tapuaenuku and the other peaks 
exist from the Clarence approaches but I do not detail 
them as they are relatively slow and inaccessible as 
compared with the Hodder. However the Dee branch of 
the Clarence, accessible from Kekerangu, is well bushed 
and gives an interesting route to Tapuaenuku from the 
east. 

It must be emphasised that the Inland Kaikouras are 
no place for novices in winter time, as the height and 
exposure make the best equipment and most rigorous 
training necessary for enterprises in this season, while the 
prevalence of ice slopes and avalanche danger transforms 
these mountains into ones of technical difficulty. 


KAIKOURA PASSES 


To the west of the higher Hodder Forks lies a saddle 
of 5980 feet that gives access to Mount Gladstone, 7780 
feet. Enterprising parties may cross to the Clarence from 
the Hodder over the 7325 feet pass where a steep descent 
leads to the Muzzle tributary. The route to civilisation is 
thence up the Clarence for 8 miles to the Bluff homestead 
on the N.W. bank of the Clarence, 1400 feet, and a 
crossing of a 4000 foot saddle to the Clarence Reserve 
sheep station, 16 miles S.W. of Kaikoura. 


SEAWARD KAIKOURA RANGE 


As the highest peaks of this range are clearly visible 
from the hills around both Christchurch and Wellington 
it deserves more attention than it usually receives. 

Leave Grange road ford through the Hapuka river 8 
miles north from Kaikoura at foothills, and cross the river 
to avoid occasional bluffs. On south bank keep to outer 
edge of manuka flats. A tributary with waterfall marks the 
ford to north bank. Continue to second bend in river, and 
cross, using a rope as the river is swift. Thence a blazed 
track begins from a shingle bank, and crosses a low saddle 
visible from the river, drops to a terrace, and sidles to a 
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spur down to the Hapuka Forks (4 hours from road). 
If the river is high, keep to the south bank with its sidling 
of obstacles of rock and bush. The small hut at the Forks 
sleeps six, but there is another hut up the north branch 
(2 hours) more suitable as a base. 


The route to Manaxau, 8562 feet, the summit of the 
range (better known as Kaiterau) lies up the north 
branch to a slip, and later to a shingle slide on the west 
bank to a low saddle, 7257 feet. From this saddle the 
ridge leads to Manaxavu, due N.W. A long traverse due 
N.E. up and down bumps mapped as 7508 feet, 7751 feet, 
7439 feet, and 7548 feet (approx. due N.E.) lands on 
TE AO WHEKERE at 8516 feet, whose alternative and direct 
route from Puhipuhi valley road is up the first spur after 
crossing the Jordan tributary of the Puhipuhi river. Parties 
should have a long rope for river crossing, as after rain 
the Hapuka can flood, and make travel both slow and 
dangerous. 


ST. ARNAUD AND SPENSER RANGES 


TRAVERS VALLEY 


At 1997 feet Lake Roto-iti combines generous spaces, 
interesting forest and mountain country with easy access. 
Service cars run from Blenheim and Nelson to the lake 
settlement. At the motor camp, shelter barns, open on 
one side, are available at a nominal rental paid to the 
local Domain Board. In holiday seasons in good weather, 
launches ply to the head of the lake, and in calm 
conditions Nelson men use rowing boats. Many however 
walk along the open well-graded track on the east shore 
of the lake (7 miles) to another shelter barn. Above the 
lake the Travers valley gives good going. Follow the 
western bank over grass and through bush by a well-blazed 
trail to the Arnst Forks (2 hours) and up to the Hakono 
creek (another 3 hours) where the Nelson Tramping Club 
have built a 6 double-bunked hut for the Board. Above 
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Hakono creek the track climbs high above a waterfall. 
A quarter of a mile past Hiamo creek the track crosses 
to the east bank. The open head of the valley is a final 
hour and a half further on. Though there is no difficult 
bush or valley travelling in the Travers, the river must 
be respected if it is in flood. 


TRAVERS AND ROTO-ITI PEAKS 

The St. ARNAUD RANGE offers a variety of traverses. 
From Roto-iti settlement one track one and a half miles 
back along the road to the east strikes up a blazed spur ; 
another, two miles up the lake track leads another series 
of blazes up a spur. Both converge near ST. ARNAUD, 
5521 feet. By traversing S.W. across basins and over rocky 
lumps other peaks of 5846 feet and 6100 feet can be 
climbed, and a descent made to the head of the lake. 
Further up the Travers valley the peaks of THe CAMEL, 
6180 feet, CoTrERELL, 6890 feet, and Krenu, 7275 feet, 
are accessible. 


On the west of the Lake, Mount Ropert, 4630 feet, 
is a notable viewpoint. Three miles from the lake settle- 
ment a footbridge spans the Buller river at the outlet of 
Roto-iti, where a good pack track sidles south for two 
miles, and then rises steeply up zig zags to the Nelson 
Ski Club hut on the grassline at 4500 feet. 


A traverse S.W. from Mount Robert gives clear views 
of the basins that in winter are Nelson’s ski-ing ground 
and that leads over rock ridges to the alpine lakes of 
Rangimarie and Hinapouri. Further south is Mount 
ANGELUuS, 6837 feet, feasible from Sunset Saddle at the 
head of Hopeless creek. Mount Hopetess, 7274 feet, is 
the outstanding rock climb of the district. The route is up 
Hakono creek to a saddle south of the peak. A difficult 
rock ridge includes an overhang that is avoided by a 
bypass on the west. Mr. Cupora, 7396 feet, is climbed 
by the N.E. face and ridges, and Mr. Travers, 7631 feet, 
from its eastern or northern ridge. 
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TRAVERS VALLEY SADDLES 

The head of the Travers has three saddles: to the east 
is one of 63380 to the Begley branch of the Rainbow 
(Wairau tributary), to the south, another leads to the 
Rainbow, and to the west, another crosses to the Sabine. 
These are keys to cross country trips of some importance. 


SABINE VALLEY AND LAKE ROTOROA 


Lake Rotoroa, 1460 feet, is less accessible and therefore 
less known to the tramping public than Lake Roto-iti. A 
road from the Gowan bridge of the Buller leads to the 
outlet of Lake Rotoroa seven miles away. Bad windfalls 
in the bush make the eleven miles slow travelling along 
either shore of the lake and would waste a full day. The 
best approach is by the launch of the accommodation 
house at Rotoroa, which makes a trip of an hour and a 
half. If no boat transport is available the access routes 
vary from the Howard valley to the N.E. by an overgrown 
track, or from the Tutaki valley to the N.W. by the six 
hour walk up the Tiraumea valley over a saddle of 2160 
feet. 

The Sabine valley is flanked by beech forest and its 
possibilities are many. The N.E. bank of the Sabine is 
recommended because of the slab hut twenty minutes up 
from the lake and the well blazed track that at times 
swings a distance from the river to avoid a gorge. Some 
parties have found good travelling on the S.W. bank. 
When the main valley swings south, cross the river to the 
west bank where the going is good over grass flats and 
riverbed to the forks. 

East Sasine: Above the forks a slit gorge is bypassed 
on the N.E. bank which can be followed to below the 
5900 feet saddle from the Travers. Cross and hold the 
west bank of the valley to open country. 

West Sasine: Keep to the west bank of the valley 
for an hour to a rock shelter on the fringe of open scrub 
land. Further bush travelling past cascades leads to a blue 
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lake half a mile long in an alpine park. Turn a moraine 
barrier at its western end; this dams Lake Constance, 
a mile and a quarter long. The head of the valley is a 
narrow tussocky flat. 


SABINE PEAKS 


MounT FRANKLYN, 7686 feet, is climbed from the East 
Sabine from a 3400 feet camp by taking the first tributary 
down stream on the west bank, and gaining scrub and 
steep snowgrass. Bluffs lead to an upper terrace, then 
rock and shingle to a snow basin, above which is a steep 
loose rock ridge to the summit. The descent can be varied 
with sidles on the west Sabine slopes. From the West 
Sabine the route to Franklyn is up a creek joining the 
main stream a mile below the blue lake, preferably up the 
south side, where a narrow basin leads to easy rock with 
the same mixed ridge followed from the East Sabine 
access. Mount Mackay, 7540 feet, is climbed from near 
the head of the East Sabine from a stream to steep rock 
and snow. Mount Mauanca, 7198 feet, has a route from 
above Lake Constance by steep snow chutes through 


bluffs. 


SABINE PASSES 

East SABINE: From the 5900 feet Travers Saddle at 
the west of the Travers headwaters, a snow or shingle and 
tussock basin has a route that sidles to the N.W. till it 
reaches a good open beech spur that falls to the floor of 
the valley. From the open head of the east Sabine when 
it veers S.E. to E.S.E. sidle high S.S.E. up grassy slopes 
or rock bluffs to the pass to the head of the Clarence at 
6750 feet. S.W. from the open Sabine head there is 
another high saddle to the head of the Waiau which has 
been described as an easy crossing though one party 
making it met trouble with steep bluffs. The best pass from 
the east Sabine to the wést is a saddle of 6044 feet a 
mile south of Mount Franklyn, whose route description 
includes reference to the access on either side. 
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Wesr SasinE: Over an hour above the forks a 
waterfall on the west bank can be turned by a bluff on 
the S.E. side where a basin leads to a steep gully and so 
to a notch where the range should be traversed south till 
an avalanche track falls to the D’Urville. From the head 
of the west Sabine half way between Mount Mahanga and 
point 7076 feet there is a fair pass to the Waiau. 


D’'URVILLE VALLEY 

The access to the south end of Lake Rotoroa is 
described under ‘Sabine Valley’. Near the mouth of the 
D’Urville on the west bank there is a good shelter hut. 
The track up the D’Urville keeps to the west bank, 
passing a private hut (locked) ten minutes away from the 
lake, and for some three miles is cleared, rising in places 
to 200 feet above the river. At 1600 feet there are good 
flats for camping, and a mile further on another flat offers. 
Beyond this point the going is rougher and there is much 
boulder and river work. The valley is deceptively long, 
and it is a good day’s tramp to under Mount Ella. There 
are no defined tracks or deer trails above this point. The 
valley sides are heavily bushed. A mile north of Mount 
Mahanga a huge avalanche track gives the only clear 
break from snow tops to valley floor. At the end of the 
bush the west branch runs to the lip of a hanging valley. 
The valley proper swings S.E. for a mile and a half into 
a wide tussock basin. A good bivouac rock half way up 
the basin is excellent shelter. 


D’URVILLE PEAKS 

Mount Exxa, 7406 feet, has a basin on its N.E. face 
that gives routes. Mounr Humsoxpt, 7240 feet, can be 
climbed from the bivouac rock by crossing to the head of 
the Caroline branch of the Waiau and up the N.E. face. 


D’URVILLE PASSES 

The only pass to the west Sabine is high and tortuous 
and is referred to under “West Sabine Passes’. There is 
another high crossing, from the D’Urville to the main 
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Matakitaki well north of Mount Ella. The high col to the 
easternmost feeder of the Matakitaki is gained on the 
D’Urville side by the hanging valley above the western 
branch of the latter, and from the southern rim of its 
basin. 


WAIRAU VALLEY 

The lower Wairau valley has a good motor road from 
Blenheim, which gives access to peaks over 5000 feet on 
the N.W. bank if the river is safely fordable: Mounts 
PatTriaRcH, RICHMOND and Fisutrait have reasonable 
leading spurs. As the river veers due south the road 
becomes rougher and only drays can reach the Rainbow 
Homestead, 2580 feet. Above the Rainbow confluence the 
track crosses to the east bank and holds a contour at 
3000 feet above a short gorge, crossing and re-crossing the 
river below Horse Gully, when near Lake Sedgemere a 
branch track heads south to Tarndale , now a Lands 
Department experimental station. As the Wairau river 
turns due east, the track holds the south bank till the trig 
at 8669 feet when it follows south up Island Gully to 
the Island Pass and so to the upper Clarence at Lake 
Tennyson. 

The Rainbow valley is as beautiful as the Travers, and 
at its head it divides into three: the Paske, the north 
Rainbow, and the Begley. Mounts Pasxe, 7260 feet, 
and Mackay, 7540 feet, are interesting rock climbs. 


WAIRAU PEAKS 

As most of the mountains from the Wairau have been 
climbed at least in part by musterers or deer killers in their 
routine mustering or shooting it can be assumed that there 
are no problems that can not be met by the commonsense 
of avoiding bluffs or loose rock gaps. 

There are however exceptions, and as an example of 
interesting tramping and climbing country the Branch 
river of the Wairau is worth a visit because of its good 
access to Scott’s Knos, 7030 feet. A side road leads from 
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the S.E. bank of the Wairau to the Leatham-Branch 
confluence and past an old homestead the track traverses 
extensive grass flats on the S.E. bank of the Branch. At 
the Silverstream-Branch junction the track crosses to the 
west bank of the Branch, with a cullers’ hut at the Forks. 
Near Scott creek the track goes high above a short series 
of bluffs, and emerges to the arid upper reaches of the 
Branch. One route for Scort’s Knos is up Scott creek to 
a scree thence N.N.W. to a 6000 ft. saddle with a steep 
broken rock ridge to the top of the Knob. But perhaps a 
longer but more pleasant access to the Knob is gained 
from the Silverstream valley of open beech forest and 
small flats with its track up the S.E. bank till a gorge 
blocks the route. Then a long ridge climb over several 
minor peaks and saddles leads to the 6000 ft. saddle 
referred to before, with the same final route to the top. 
Above the gorge the Silverstream basin is wide with high 
saddles to the Wairau. Of the minor peaks, Arr, 5716 feet, 
is worth a visit for its panorama. 


WAIRAU PASSES 

An old miners’ route is reputed to cross the St. Arnaud 
Range near The Camel, 6180 feet, from the Hamilton 
branch of the Wairau. The Saddle of 6330 feet to the 
Begley branch of the Rainbow has been referred to under 
‘Travers Valley Saddles’ and has been used by active 
tramping parties. The north Rainbow also saddles with 
the east Sabine and with the Travers head by a high 
double pass. The Paske has a good saddle of 5870 feet 
to the Clarence, a good route to Lake Tennyson. 

See also above for Island Pass to the Clarence valley. 


CLARENCE VALLEY 

The lower Clarence can be gained by a pack track 
from Kekerangu which keeps to the N.W. bank to the 
Bluff homestead. Thence the track makes three crossings 
of the Clarence River (to be respected for its potential 
dangers) and stays on the S.E. bank till 16 miles below 
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the Acheron branch when it reverts to the north bank. 
At the Acheron Accommodation House a rough road 
connects with Jollie’s Pass to Hanmer Springs. This is 
primarily horse riding country. Parties heading for Lake 
Tennyson and the head of the Clarence take a good foot 
track from Hanmer Springs over Jack’s Pass, 2828 feet, 
to the St. James sheep station, 6 miles away. The next 20 
miles follow a pack track on the west bank, as the caprice 
of the Clarence has by now turned it due north. The 
tussocks are endless, the station hut below Fowler’s Pass 
unkempt, and the distances discouraging. Nevertheless the 
walking is easy, and the mountain blueness of Lake 
Tennyson with its welcome bush glades, the first since 
Hell knows how long, and the snug little tin hut on the 
west shore combine to reward the traveller. Above the 
lake the river flows from snow and shingle with occasional 
grass flats. Follow the east bank of the river ; 3 hours from 
the Lake to the 6750 foot Saddle. 


CLARENCE PEAKS 

For the Inland Kaikoura Range, Tapuaenuku and the 
rest, see under Hodder valley. As with many of the 
Wairau peaks, these of the middle Clarence have often 
been climbed by musterers. Mount Princess, 6972 feet, 
west of Lake Tennyson has a good route from Malings 
Pass. Mounts Dora and GuInivere, over 7000 feet, are 
accessible from the upper Clarence. 


CLARENCE PASSES 

The 6750 pass from the East Sabine lies N.E. from the 
head of the Clarence. Another saddle, of 5870 feet gives 
a crossing to the Paske branch of the Rainbow, Wairau 
tributary. The Island Pass from the Wairau has a horse 
track to Lake Tennyson. Other horse tracks lead to the 
Waiau; Maling’s Pass, 4278 feet, Fowler’s Pass, 4250 
feet, and the Edwards Pass, 2591 feet. Passes in the 
middle Clarence exist in plenty both north and south as a 
network to sheep runs and homesteads and mustering huts. 
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WAIAU VALLEY 

The lower and middle Waiau valley are in many places 
flanked by roads that serve farming districts. The Upper 
Waiau, as it concerns this book, may be taken as the river 
that flows approximately south from the Spenser Divide 
and meets its tributary the Hope river at the Glenhope 
station. From this point, a pack track follows the west 
bank but is seldom used by trampers who can get more 
interesting access from the Clarence valley to the east, 
the Boyle on the west, or the Maruia further north. 
Between the Edwards and Stanley rivers the track crosses 
to the east bank of the Waiau, but to the Henry river and 
beyond, the route is good on the west bank again. The 
Ada out-station, part of the St. James run, is only occupied 
by seasonal cattle musterers or deer killing parties. The 
most useful climbing hut is on the west bank of the Waiau 
at the confluence of the creek that flows from under Mount 
Humboldt. Above Webber Falls the river becomes more 
turbulent and rocky in its bed, and at its very head it 
flows from two feeders at right angles. The characteristic 
of the larger side valleys below and including the Ada is 
that they are easy and grassy; indeed the combination 
of river flat and bush, snowy mountains and rock ridges, 
is one that rewards even the hardened mountaineer far 
from southern glaciers and icefalls. 
WAIAU PEAKS 

The Main Range of the Spensers is serrated and 
conspicuous. Mount Mananca, 7170 feet, is viable from 
the westernmost source of the Waiau. Mount HumBo.pr, 
7240 feet, is climbed from the Caroline branch of the 
Waiau. but should be feasible from the east. Mount Enw, 
7050 feet, originally mapped as Mount Aeneid, has an 
_ interesting rock scramble from its S.E. ridge. Mounr Una, 

7550 feet, has a difficult route from Glacier Gully but its 
final narrow rock ridge is best gained from a scree saddle 
from the head of the west Christopher,* while its neigh- 


* See illustration 
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bour, Mount Duessa, 7056 feet, has a good leading spur 
from the forks of the west and east Christopher. FAERIE 
QUEENE, 7332 feet, has a steep but interesting route from 
the valley floor of the Ada directly below it, but the easiest 
climb is from the S.W. basins and ridge, also from the Ada. 
The peak is as beautiful as its name. On the Ada-Henry 
watershed there is a rock spire that would be a good 
viewpoint. Sub-range peaks in this area are accessible 
from sheep country. 


WAIAU PASSES 


From the Clarence the pack-track passes are Maling’s, 
Fowler’s and the Edwards. Though Maling’s Pass is the 
shortest, Fowler’s is the most picturesque, as the route 
N.W. from the Stanley Vale skirts the gemlet of Lake 
Guyon. From opposite the Edwards-Waiau confluence, a 
pack track leads to the Magdalen valley of the St. Andrews 
homestead and thus to the Boyle. But the trail to the Boyle 
usually taken by deer killing parties’ packmen is via the 
Henry-Anne Saddle, 3727 feet. 

The Henry Saddle, 4132 feet, to the Maruia is a route 
to the West Coast, but transalpine parties invariably prefer 
the Ada Pass, 3292 feet, with its easy going on the 
south bank. There is an uncrossed pass of 6000 feet from 
the western Christopher to the eastern feeder of the 
Matakitaki. From the eastern head of the Waiau source 
the high pass to the east Sabine is reputed to be difficult 
with bluffs, and, as such easier to ascend than descend. 
Between the east Christopher and the Waiau a saddle of 
4100 feet south of Mount Moki has been used as a direct 
route. 


MATAKITAKI VALLEY 


A metalled road from the Tutaki-Mole Saddle leads to 
a formed track up the Matakitaki that holds the east bank. 
Past Downie Hut, 1701 feet, the river travelling is bad 
to the forks and the best alternative is to keep to a track. 
At Pretty Bridge, 2400 feet, there is fallen bush and a 
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swamp to plunge through. Cross Cedar Saddle, 3250 feet, 
to the Forks, 2616 feet, where there is some shelter from 
an old gold mining camp. The gorge of the eastern source 
is bypassed on the north bank but as the river veers N.E. 
cross by a fair ford to the S.E. bank and a blazed track. 
The S.W. source of the Matakitaki has a track to a hut 
at 2800 feet. 


MATAKITAKI PEAKS 

Mount Exua, 7406 feet, has a route from Sus ELLA, 
53846 feet. From the head of the easternmost source of the 
Matakitaki, Mounts HumBoxptr and Eni can be climbed, 
but Mount Una would be difficult from that approach. 
FAERIE QUEENE can be climbed from the S.W. source. 


MATAKITAKI PASSES 

The pass from the eastern source to the head of the 
D'Urville has been used from the east side of a tributary 
waterfall. From above the lower gorge of this source a 
spur leads to an uncrossed pass to the West Christopher 
branch of the Ada Valley. A high crossing has been made 
from the Ada, west of Faerie Queene, to the S.W. 
Matakitaki source. See also notes under Glenroy Passes. 


GLENROY VALLEY 

From Murchison a motor road leads up the. Matakitaki 
valley and continues for six miles up the Glenroy, whence 
a pack track keeps to the east bank to Prebble’s hut after 
a further twelve miles. Three miles above this hut the 
track changes to the S.W. bank, holding this side above 
the forks. If the river is high keep to the N.E. bank as 
far as the forks, where there is a better ford to the S.W. 
bank. The Forks stream has two branches with waterfalls. 


GLENROY PEAKS 

Mount Mauinc has a good route up the ridge between 
branches of the east feeder of the Forks Stream — an 
alternative route from the main Glenroy valley W.S.W. of 
the peak is too loose to be recommended. An unnamed 
peak, 7000 feet, three miles north of Mount Maling, has a 
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good ridge a mile up the Glenroy above Prebble’s Hut, 
which joins a spur N.E. and changes direction half a 
mile N.W. of the top. 


GLENROY PASSES 

An important pass from the S.E. source of the head of 
the Glenroy to the Upper Maruia near Ada Pass is to the 
east over a high ridge. Routes can be made to the central 
Matakitaki from the Branch creek of the Glenroy to the 
Nardoo creek. Another crossing can be made north of 
Mount Maling to the S.W. tributary of the Burn branch 
of the Matakitaki. Passes to the mid Maruia (Caves 
Stream) are the Rappahanock Saddle, 1760 feet, by a 
good pack track one mile south of Cascade stream, and 
another three miles above Prebble’s Hut by a saddle of 
4000 feet to the Digger’s creek. It must be noted that the 
Glenroy side of the range between Mount Maling and 
the Nardoo is far steeper and more broken than on the 
Matakitaki side, and more care must be taken with route 
finding accordingly. 
MARUIA VALLEY 

Most of the Maruia valley is traversed by a first class 
motor road from the Lewis Pass to Murchison. Five miles 
below the Lewis Pass the Maruia Springs hostel is a good 
base for limited trips. East of the Lewis Pass the river 
flows from Cannibal Gorge. Leave the road at the highest 
point, 2968 feet, and descend by a steep foot track for 
600 feet, and keep to the S.E. bank climbing bluffs if the 
river is high, but fording if it is safe. At Saddle creek the 
track climbs to 3100 feet and after a mile of good going 
it falls to the best ford in the gorge at 2500 feet. Thence 
the track climbs steeply on the N.W. bank for 500 feet, 
and holds the contour for two miles, passing open fans 
here and there. It is essential to stay at this 8000 feet 
mark to avoid the gorge. If high floods preclude a crossing 
to the N.W. bank, the S.E. side can be forced above the 
gorge and about half way through a small hut is good 
shelter. Above the gorge delightful river flats and bush 
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glades make the approach to the Ada Pass an easy one. 
The Lewis Pass approach to Cannibal Gorge is an excellent 
start for a through trip to Hanmer via the Waiau and 
Clarence, or to Lake Roto-iti via the Waiau, Clarence, 
Sabine and Travers Valleys. 


MARUIA PEAKS 


From the Lewis Pass on a clear day the view of a 
rocky mountain with snow basins has led travellers to 
refer to it as Faerie Queene, one of the best Spenser 
Range Peaks. The mountain however is not Faerie Queene 
but is Mount Grortana, 7258 feet, and it can be climbed 
from the true source of the Maruia or from the upper Ada. 
Mount MUvELueEr, 5340 feet, is accessible from the Maruia 
Springs. Mounts TrovaTorE, 5697 feet, and Zampa, 5612 
feet, are possible from a N.E. spur from the Lewis Pass, 
while to the S.W. Lucretia, 5376 feet, and Mount 
TrcuNicaL, 5794 feet, have good ridges. 


MARUIA PASSES 

As the key to tramping from the Maruia to the Waiau, 
the Ada Pass, 3292 feet, is important. Further south the 
alternative is Henry Saddle, 4132 feet, via Saddle Creek. 
Easiest pass from the Maruia is the Lewis, 2837 feet, now 
covered by metalled road. 


BOYLE VALLEY 

The only gorge of the Boyle is at its head; elsewhere 
the river flows through good bush and grass flats. The 
pack track follows the east bank, and then the south. At 
the Lewis junction the track meets the main road. 


BOYLE PEAKS 
Indeterminate summits, all under 6000 feet, have been 
covered by deer stalkers. 


BOYLE PASSES 

The Anne Saddle, 3727 feet, takes the Henry pack 
track to the Boyle. A lower route from the Waiau joins the 
Boyle by the Magdalen valley. 
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LEWIS VALLEY AND PASSES 

The motor road flanks the east bank of the river, and 
there is emergency shelter at odd camps of the Works 
Department. The Wild Life branch of Department of 
Internal Affairs has a base camp at the Boyle corner. The 
Nina feeder of the Lewis has high routes to branches of 
the Upper Grey and the Maruia rivers, and a saddle of 
4050 feet to the Devilskin branch of the Hope. 


LEWIS PEAKS, DOUBTFUL PEAKS, HOPE PEAKS 

As with the Boyle peaks, the ranges from the Lewis, 
Doubtful and Hope are low and numerous, and should 
be climbable in summer without difficulty. Bluffs should 
of course be avoided, where necessary. 


DOUBTFUL VALLEY AND PASSES 

The track from the Boyle-Doubtful flats keeps to the 
south bank of the Doubtful with two short exceptions. 
The route to the Amuri Pass, 3301 feet, is straightforward. 


HOPE VALLEY AND PASSES 

Above the Waiau confluence the motor road lies on the 
south bank passing the Glynnwye sheep run, and crosses 
by bridge to the north bank just before The Poplars 
homestead, when it runs into the Boyle valley. At intervals 
of three and five miles are station huts, the first usually 
locked, and the second out of sight of the flats of the 
Hope-Kiwi corner on a terrace at 2009 feet. A good track 
holds the south bank. Past the Kiwi corner the track 
crosses to the N.E. bank for 5 miles, then holds the south 
bank till near the Hope Pass, 3883 feet. The Kiwi Saddle 
route from the Hope to Lake Sumner is important for 
trampers. From the hut follow grassy flats to the head of 
the valley and pick up a bush track to the Kiwi Saddle, 
2700 feet. 
Note: On the western side of the Main Divide is the 
Upper Grey with its tributaries the Clear Grey from Lake 
Christabel (accessible from a high level route from the 
Three Mile creek of the Maruia) and the Robinson river. 
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Further south is the Ahaura river with its feeders the 
Waiheke (from the Amuri Pass), the Tutaekuri river (from 
the Hope Pass), the Trent, Waikiti, and Haupiri rivers. 
These are not of consequence for this guidebook. 


HURUNUI VALLEY 

A fair motor road of 32 miles gives access to Lake 
Sumner from the village of Hawarden. At the Lake Taylor 
homestead the road ends. Near by is No. 1 Hut of the 
Department of Internal Affairs, whose Physical Welfare 
Officer in Christchurch grants bookings of all its huts on 
this route. The hut is roomy with 18 double bunks. A good 
track (a road for cars in fine weather) leads ten miles 
past Loch Katrine and the top of Lake Sumner to the 
wide grass flats of the Upper Hurunui valley and No. 2 
Hut close to a creek from the Crawford Range. No. 3 Hut 
is a further 9% miles up the valley on the south bank 
opposite Waterfall Creek. For the most part the track 
alternates in the bush and river flats. Just past half way 
to the hut the track leads by natural hot springs which 
are worth a bath. A further 7 miles of good bush track 
on the south bank leads to below the Harper Pass, 3152 
feet, where the main river is crossed to the north bank 
and the final track to the pass. (For the continuation of 
the track to other huts on this trip on the Westland side 
see under “ Taramakau Valley ’.) Lake Sumner itself, 1725 
feet, is one of the most beautiful in Canterbury and a 
good camp at its eastern end can be made in the Gabriel 
stream near the outlet of the north branch of the Hurunui, 
reached by fording the main river to the N.E. bank some 
three miles below. The lake is some 6 miles long and a 
mile wide, with bush to the water’s edge on the north 
shores. 

The south branch of the Hurunui and its Esk tributary 
are not as well known as the north branch. The road ends 
at the Esk Head Station, some 3 miles from the junction 
of the Hurunui branches. From there a pack track follows 
the south bank of the south branch for 4 miles, then 
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climbs over a saddle to sheep yards at 2645 feet, to avoid 
a gorge and regains the bed of the river above the Mason 
feeder from Lake Mason. The main track continues on 
the south bank where the upper reaches of the valley are 
rough and complicated with slips and second growth. The 
Esk valley has a hut on the S.E. bank at the confluence 
of the north Esk and Lucy creek. 


HURUNUI PEAKS 


Mount LONGFELLOW, 6227 feet, can be climbed from 
a camp near the outlet of Lake Sumner by a spur south 
of the Evangeline stream, with a quick descent down a 
shingle slide into a creek south of the peak. (Perhaps 
better rock climbing can be obtained on THE OrGANs 
from the Island Hills sheep country accessible from a road 
from Balmoral on the north bank of the lower Hurunui.) 
The Nexson Tors, Mounts Tuke and Stapp north of 
the Upper Hurunui are under 6000 feet and present no 
difficulty. Although THe Brotuers, south of the lake, are 
only 4500 feet, they give such an effective panorama that 
they are worth a trip. They can be climbed from the Lake 
Taylor hut. In general the peaks in this region are in 
sheep and deer-stalking country, and in clear weather any 
leading spur should be a good one. 


HURUNUI PASSES 

The approaches to the Harper Pass, 3152 feet — the 
first pass crossed in the Southern Alps, and a route for 
gold diggers in the ’sixties— are already described under 
“Hurunui Valley ’. The last section of the track sidles to 
the north of the pass till it drops on the marshy no man’s 
land. The best route to the upper Hurunui valley from the 
Hope is via the Kiwi Saddle, 2300 feet. Make a side trip 
to Lake Marion, a gem in the bush, but do not descend 
to the shore of Lake Sumner where the going is bluffed. 
Sidle on the track 800 feet above Lake Sumner and ford 
the Hurunui below No. 2 Hut. The easiest saddle to the 
south Hurunui is crossed by a pack track on the east 
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shore of Lake Mason, 2200 feet, though there is a higher 
alternative from Cameron Creek near No. 8 Hut. From 
the north Esk a good pack track crosses a saddle of 
4375 feet to the Esk tributary of the Waimakariri. The 
reduplication of the name ‘Esk’ on both sides of a high 
range is confusing. From the upper south Hurunui the 
alternative passes are Ian Col and Roche Pass, both high 
on the Dampier Range and within two miles of each other. 


TARAMAKAU TO THE 
WAIMAKARIRI 


This section takes in a further large area of bush 
and mountain country. From the Taramakau to 
the Mingha there is only a pocket glacier. The 
Waimakariri has good glaciers. The whole area is 
very important as a training ground, and includes 
interesting transalpine trips. The West Coast railway 
makes access good in several places. The Arthur's 
Pass National Park boundaries extend from the 
Taramakau and Poulter to the Waimakariri and 
Otira. 


TARAMAKAU VALLEY 

From the Harper Pass, 3152 feet, the Taramakau river 
begins its turbulent course to the sea. In the ’sixties this 
river was reputed to have drowned many gold diggers, 
and as recently as 1950 a young mountaineer suffered a 
like fate. The moral is obvious: the river must be treated 
with the utmost respect, a rope must be carried for safety 
in fording, and there will be some floods when the streams 
must be regarded as being uncrossable. The track from 
the Pass has been so eroded by floods and slips that its 
only certainty is that it uses a slide and a small creek to 
enter the bed of the main Taramakau, where it follows 
the north bank for half a mile, and then remains on the 
south bank. On the eastern corner of Locke creek and the 
Taramakau is the Internal Affairs No. 4 Hut. A short 
distance below the hut a ford should be made of the 
Taramakau to the north bank which gives good travelling, 
sometimes on river flats, other times on tracks over bluffs. 
Passing an old hut, below and opposite the Otehake 
junction, the track leads to Tom creek, where the No. 5 
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Hut has been obliterated by shingle erosion. Ford the 
Taramakau to the south bank and cut through a clearing 
and bush to the Otira river, where a ford to the N.W. 
bank leads to the Bush Inn on the main road or the 
Aicken’s railway station. The Taramakau valley is a truly 
majestic one, and the width of its flats, its stately timber, 
and the rugged country on the skyline combine to make 
it attractive to trampers of any experience, or none. 


TARAMAKAU PEAKS 

Mount Drxon, 5097 feet, seen to great advantage from 
the No. 4 Hut, can be climbed from a spur near the ford 
below Locke stream. Below the Otira confluence, Mount 
ALEXANDER is an unrivalled viewpoint, best gained from 
the S.W. by a small creek bed through the bush and the 
open slopes to the summit. MounT FRANKLIN has a steep 
route from the upper Otehake near the Taruahuna Pass. 
Do not attempt to sidle or climb Franklin from the 
Taruahuna as bluffs are too steep but gain a minor glacier 
by a bush spur below the pass, downstream of the second 
cascade from the Franklin face. The route then lies up a 
ridge rising N.W. Descent can be made by a steep gully 
route to the glacier. 


TARAMAKAU PASSES 

The important Harper Pass route is described in the 
preceding section under ‘Taramakau Valley’. The other 
Main Divide passes lie on the Canterbury side from 
tributaries of the Poulter, the Hawdon and the Edwards. 
On the Westland side their routes of descent are thus: 
Foy Pass leads to Locke stream, and both Koeti Pass and 
Minchin Pass to branches of Townsend stream. The 
difficult and gorged Otehake river leads from Worsley 
Pass, Walker Pass and Taruahuna Pass — all so tough on 
the Westland side that only the most resolute parties 
use them. 
Note: Before leaving the Taramakau valley, consider a 
side trip up the Pfeifer Creek to Lake Kaurapataka, 
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around its southern shore, and over a bush ridge to the 
Lower Otehake. This excursion can be done in a day 
from Otira. 


ESK VALLEY 

This tributary of the Waimakariri with its beech forest 
and shingle is only tramping and stalking country. A pack 
track from the Mount White sheep station leads up the 
N.W. bank past the Ant stream and the Anna hut and 
connects with the 4875 feet pass to the south branch of 
the Hurunui. There is also the Lochinvar hut in the 
Nigger stream, ten miles from the Mount White home- 
stead. Two miles further on a low saddle leads into the 
east branch of the Poulter, called the ‘Mounds of Misery ’ 
from its old morainic deposits. The Puketeraki Range on 
the S.E. of the Esk is described under ‘Some Accessible 
Foothills ’. 


POULTER VALLEY 

Though lacking alpine glaciers or giant rock peaks, the 
Poulter is one of the most considerable of the Waimakariri 
tributaries, and both for its bush and lake scenery and for 
the complexity of its topography it has attracted worthy 
men. 

The key for access to the valley is to take the Arthur’s 
Pass train to Cass, where a three mile walk down the line 
leads to the old wooden bridge across the Waimakariri. 
From this point the quickest route is to follow the 
Andrews stream and gorge up to the Hallelujah Flats 
where a low almost imperceptible saddle slopes to the 
Casey stream branch of the Poulter. This could be done 
in seven hours but is not a good route if the rivers are 
flooded. The alternative of walking down to the Mount 
White homestead along an old road and then up the 
_ Poulter would involve covering nearly twice the distance, 
and a night at the Minchin Hut six miles up the Poulter. 
Half way up the Poulter on the east bank enters the east 
branch or Cox river, whose lower gorge is best bypassed 


87 


souddes 


SITS tg ‘ Qo 


tv 
9) 025 


SUYTLWMAVAH 
Ho 2a ET iLOd 
dW! 79YS 


° 
INH 499] NO 


AUMAUT 


rh? 
o AN: 


° 
Ad M007 
Og, 
ri 


Ip 
5) 


CF 
<3 


5 


See 


PMs 
—~ “query, 
- 

tHUs%215° —~ — 


WAS 42777 


(Oe 
o® y a ; \ ipsseaoy, "4 
RA \ vosHoWaW, a oe 
aN goons Ne 


ey 7 
8 
AY) 


Canterbury Mountaineering Club (C. Holdsworth) 


by a blazed trail on the south side. Between the Cox flats 
and the river source there are further gorges avoided on 
the S.W. bank. There is no Divide pass from the Cox. 
The sources of the Poulter are the Thompson stream 
in the N.E. (with a side waterfall, two gorges and a lake 
formed by the earthquake slip of 1929), the Minchin 
stream to the north (with the beautiful Lake Minchin 
below a gorge), and the Poulter to the west. S.W. of the 
Poulter-Thompson confluence is a cullers’ camp. 


POULTER PEAKS 

The outstanding peaks are Mount TurRNBULL, 6628 
feet, and Mount Cross.ey, 6470 feet, on the CANDLESTICK 
RANGE accessible from the Bull creek branch of the Cox 
river. With these exceptions, it seems that the passes of 
the Poulter are more interesting than the summits. 
POULTER PASSES 

Ian Col from the South Hurunui to Bull creek, and 
Roche Pass from the South Hurunui to the Cox river are 
viable though the upper gorge of the latter would bar 
access in floods. The passes from the upper Cox river are 
Cox Saddle to a branch of the Thompson stream and 
another from the head of Ranger stream to a Cox tributary 
two miles above Bull creek. Other sub-range passes are 
the Rover saddle between the upper Minchin and the 
upper Poulter, the Penny Pass from upper Minchin to the 
Thompson, and Trudge Col from the Upper Poulter to 
the Hawdon. The Main Divide passes to the Taramakau 
are Foy Pass from the Upper Thompson, and its N.W. 
tributary, then Koeti Pass and Minchin Pass over 4000 
feet from the Upper Minchin. Minchin Pass is perhaps 
the best crossing though beset by gorges with steep sidling 
and by sub-alpine scrub, through which deer tracks should 
be located. The trip would take 4 days from Cass to Otira. 
The fourth Divide pass is Worsley Pass, and though 
this is easily gained from the N.W. Poulter source it 
leads to bad gorges on the Otehake side and it is not 
recommended. 
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HAWDON VALLEY 

From the Cass railway station follow the line to the 
Waimakariri and cross the old wooden bridge to the 
mouth of the Hawdon. Easy valley travelling with good 
beech terraces lead to the foot of Walker Pass where a 
short climb up a deer track on N.E. side ends on Walker 
Pass, 3619 feet. A major tributary half way up the river 
and on the east side of the Hawdon leads to rough 
shingle and rock country while nearer Walker Pass another 
eastern feeder falls from Mount Hunt and Trudge Col. On 
the west side of the Hawdon there is only one sizeable 
tributary (Sudden Valley stream), draining the Polar 
Range of the Edwards watershed. This has a serious 
obstacle : a waterfall between the lower reaches of the 
tributary and the upper hanging valley. The waterfall must 
be turned on the western side by a roped climb. 


HAWDON PEAKS 

The Hawpon Pyramip between the west tributary and 
the main river is climbed by a steep shingle gut from the 
valley floor. Mount Hunt is accessible from Walker Pass 
or the stream to the S.E. The Polar Range can be gained 
from a col between Mounts Bowers and Witson from 
the upper west feeder of the Hawdon. 


HAWDON PASSES 

Although the Walker Pass access (described under 
“Hawdon Valley’) leads to the bad gorges of an Otehake, 
an upper tributary can be followed S.W. to Amber Col 
and the Edwards valley or a lower tributary taken to 
Tarn Col and the Taruahuna Pass as an alternative route 
to the Edwards. The only good Poulter-Hawdon route is 
over Trudge Col E.S.E. of Mount Hunt. 


EDWARDS VALLEY 

Although the Edwards Valley is short, the open nature 
of its head and the good access it offers to peaks and pass 
trips makes it one of the most desirable training grounds 
in the Arthur’s Pass National Park. From the railway line 
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the route lies up the east bank of the Mingha river for a 
mile, then a good foot track leads along a terrace on the 
south bank of the Edwards and descends to the river 
beyond the lower gorge. Over two miles from the Mingha, 
the Edwards Forks marks the confluence of the east and 
main branches. The east branch can be followed on the 
S.E. bank on boulders and in bush to the open shingle 
head of the valley, which offers no good saddles. The main 
branch above the Forks has a remarkable gorge of over 
two miles including waterfalls and deep pools. The track 
holds the east bank some height and distance from the 
gorge, and though it is not well graded it can be found 
without difficulty, leading to open grass and bush flats 
where at 3570 feet the CMC Edwards Bivouac Hut offers 
shelter for four people. From here to the Taruahuna Pass 
at 8990 feet the clear grassy travelling is delightful. 


EDWARDS PEAKS 

Mount Oates is a good rock climb from the eastern 
ridge approached from the Mingha-Williams saddle or 
from eastern bluffs from the upper Edwards. The Mingha- 
Williams saddle also offers an easy ridge to MountT 
WuuiaMs, 5900 feet, whose direct route from the lower 
Edwards is very difficult up loose steep rock. Although 
THe Dome can be climbed from the Douglas creek 
(Waimakariri) it is easier from a shingle slide a mile 
below the Edwards Forks which leads to a broad summit 
ridge. The Taruahuna face of FaLLinc MounTaIn is too 
sheer and rock swept to be safe, so the peak is climbed 
by a S.W. spur and basins. On the Polar Range Mounts 
Scorr, Witson and Bowers are feasible from the upper 
Edwards flats, and once one peak is gained the others can 
be linked by traverses. Mount Bowers is also accessible 
from the head of the east Edwards branch. 


EDWARDS PASSES 
The Taruahuna Pass, 8990 feet, is a heap of earthquake 
rock rubble leading to the heavily gorged Otehake. 
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Though higher, the Amber Col between Falling Mountain 
and Mount Scott, is a direct route to Walker Pass of the 
Hawdon. The Mingha-Williams Saddle is a short easy 
climb up grass slopes from the Edwards Bivouac. 


MINGHA VALLEY 

Some two miles from the railway line the easy boulder 
travelling on the west bank of the Mingha is blocked by a 
bad gorge. The track, wholly on the west bank, begins 
from a small creek and climbs to the good viewpoint of 
Dudley Knob. The track is open and well graded, and 
emerges in scrub country at the head of the valley where 
the river is forded to the east bank and followed to deer 
tracks to the CMC Goat Pass Bivouac Hut with a view 
en route of the Kennedy Falls. 


MINGHA PEAKS 

Mount Oates can be climbed from the Goat Pass ridge 
but a quicker route lies from a basin at the head of the 
Kennedy Falls to a gut S.W. of the high peak. For Mount 
WiiuiaMs gain the Mingha-Williams Saddle and ridge. 
Mounts O’Ma.iey, AICKEN and Buiimir are not taken 
from the Mingha approaches which include loose rock 
faces. 


MINGHA PASSES 

Goat Pass, the Divide route to Deception river, is an 
easy grassy saddle best crossed on the eastern flank. The 
high col between Mounts Blimit and Temple can be gained 
from the head of the western Mingha source by scree and 
bluff work needing care. The Mingha-Williams Saddle 
must be climbed on the Mingha side by a diagonal route 
from the gorge entrance through stunted beech and scrub, 
keeping to deer tracks were possible. 


DECEPTION VALLEY 

The Deception river has no true gorge like its big 
brother the Otira, but it falls swiftly over large boulders 
and in its head is slow travelling. The lower half of the 
river has some grass tracks and the remains of a track on 


42 


the east bank, but further up the route criss-crosses at 
will according to the bluffs and the state of the river. In 
flood, the valley would be difficult. Tributary creeks are 
invariably very steep, and many have waterfalls. The 
mapped sulphur spring is hard to find. 


DECEPTION PEAKS 

Goat Hit and Hitus Prax are not climbed from the 
Deception because of thick scrub and loose rock bluffs. 
Mount RussE.t is a simple climb by a rock ridge E.S.E. 
but to gain this it is important to strike a deer track in 
the bush south of Spray Creek or the tough sub-alpine 
scrub will lose much time. A traverse route on the peak 
has some loose rock pitches. Mounr FRANKLIN is the 
king of the region, and the key to it lies from a steep 
shingle slide two miles below Goat Pass down the upper 
Deception. The slide has a deer track on its flanking spur 
to the north, and at 5000 feet this sidles across to a basin 
with a lake, the source of Good Luck creek. Both the low 
and high peaks can be climbed from the lake basin, but 
an easier route is to cross the east ridge of Franklin at 
6000 feet and to contour on good slopes to the north, 
finally regaining the east ridge at 6500 feet where loose 
rock leads to the summit. Take care in the descent not to 
follow any creeks out as they have waterfalls. 


DECEPTION PASSES 

Cross Goat Pass to the Upper Deception and follow the 
valley out to Otira, an easy day with the river low. The 
col between Phipps Peak and Hills Peak is too rough to 
be recommended as a route to the floor of the Deception 
valley. 


BEALEY VALLEY 

With its railway station, township including general 
store and alpine sports shop, huts of mountain and ski-ing 
clubs, holiday shacks, alpine flora garden, and ranger’s 
house, the Bealey valley is the base for most activity at 
Arthur’s Pass. The ranger has authority to let huts, where 
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available, and to grant shooting permits, and the use of 
camp sites. The tracks will be described later as they give 
access to peaks. The motor road has bridges over bad 
fords. Accommodation is available at the Bealey Hotel, 
seven and a half miles away, on the Waimakariri bank, 
and at Arthur’s Pass township at the Hostel and Mountain 
House. The School House, let by the Park Board, has 
bunks and stove, and holds thirty. The key and bookings 
are obtainable from the Ranger. 

Below Brett stream a wire suspension cable can be 
used as a footbridge. The most used tourist track is to the 
so-called “Bealey Glacier’ in reality a heap of avalanche 
snow from Mount Rolleston. The track starts opposite 
Jack’s Hut, past the White bridge, crosses the Bealey by a 
footbridge, and passes Margaret’s Tarn and is well defined 
throughout. The track to the Ski Hut and basins starts 
south of the Twin creeks from the motor road. 


BEALEY PEAKS 

To the east of the Bealey Valley these climbs are 
popular: Mounr O’Mattey lies at the head of a steep 
shingle slide from Brett’s stream. It is also easily traversed 
from Mount Aicken, Mount AicKen has a good track 
from the flat north of the railway bridge and tunnel portal. 
For some way the track follows a pipe line but leaves it to 
detour above bluffs on the southern flank of the Devil’s 
Punch Bowl waterfall when it emerges on grassline and 
rock with a direct ridge to the summit. It can be traversed 
to Buimit Prax by a serrated ridge needing rope work. 
Mount Cassipy can be climbed by a steep blazed track 
from the Devil’s Punch Bowl flat, or from the Blimit track 
from the motor road or from the Ski Hut basins. BLimit 
Peak is a short traverse from Mount Cassidy or an easy 
scramble from the ski hut, or a traverse from Mount 
Temple. Mounr TEMPLE is a fair climb from the ski 
basins either by a steep gully or an easy rock ridge from 
the south. The traverse to Phipps Peak is more interesting 
and needs rope work. Puiprs Peak has a good rock ridge 
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from Arthur’s Pass with a small rock tower to be turned 
on the north side. A rope should be used. Phipps Peak is 
more easily climbed from its north ridge falling to the 
Pegleg basin, with a gorge below to be avoided. 

To the west of the Bealey Valley other climbs offer : 
Mount Beatry, 6010 feet, has a good track climbing 
steeply S.W. from the Rough creek confluence.* It is also 
accessible from a shingle slide south from half way up 
Rough creek. Low peaks S.E. of Mount Bealey can be 
traversed to a slide into the Waimakariri valley, but no 
descent should be made into Halpin creek because of 
waterfalls, AVALANCHE Peak, 6003 feet, has a good track 
through the bush below Avalanche creek. There is an 
alternative track from below McGrath’s stream. It can be 
traversed from Mount Bealey or from part of the Rome 
Ridge of Mount Rolleston. In winter it has avalanche 
danger and has claimed one fatality. Parties should keep 
to the ridges in avalanche conditions. 


Mount Ro.eston, 7453 feet, is the most important 
peak handy to Arthur’s Pass and offers such a complexity 
of ridges and faces that it is also described under ‘ Otira 
Peaks’ and ‘ Waimakariri Peaks ’. The Bealey route is from 
the Bealey Glacier (sic) up a slide and gully where steep 
steep rock and snow lead to the Goldney ridge, and so 
to the low peak, 7241 feet. In winter this Bealey route 
is dangerous because of avalanches. The Goldney route 
from Arthur’s Pass is slow but feasible including sidling 
under a tower at 6200 feet on the Westland side. The 
Rome Ridge route from McGraths creek ridge has a deep 
gap which is gained by a detour south of the ridge. From 
the Gap the climb is up steep loose rock. Once on the low 
peak the route to the high peak is to traverse the Main 
Divide ridge if the Crow neve crevasses are open. The 
middle peak can be traversed on its crest or skirted below 
its crest on the Otira (Westland) side. When the Crow 
neve crevasses are bridged take a snow route from the 


* See illustration 
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low peak to the Col between the Middle and High Peaks, 
and from the Col traverse the ridge west to the summit, 
7458 feet. 


BEALEY PASSES 

Arthur’s Pass is, of course, reached by the transalpine 
motor road. The Temple Col route to the upper Mingha 
is easy from the ski hut. There is a col between McGraths 
creek and the Crow branch of the Waimakariri which is 
loose rock on its N.E. slopes. 


OTIRA VALLEY 

The upper Otira has a good foot track from Arthur's 
Pass on its south bank leading to shingle and snowgrass at 
its head. The Otira gorge and lower valley are traversed 
by the motor road and at the railway settlement there is a 
store, two hotels and police station. A side trip to the foot 
of the waterfall in Barrack creek is spectacular. 


OTIRA PEAKS 

On the east, and below Pegleg creek, steep scrub leads 
to a good rock ridge to Hitxs Prax. It is alternatively 
climbed from the upper Pegleg basin, or traversed from 
Goat Hill by a long rock route. Goar Hit, east of Otira 
settlement, has a good shingle slide to the grassline. 


Mount PuILisTINE is easiest climbed from the upper 
Otira, half a mile up the river below Arthur’s Pass, where 
Warnock’s Knos, 8825 feet, leads to bluffs and a ridge. 
The old blazed track from the Otira tunnel mouth S.W. 
up the bush encounters loose rock faces and bad slips. 
The traverse route from Mount Rolleston to Philistine is 
a long climb. An alternative is to follow up the Rolleston 
river from Otira for a mile, and to gain a high basin 
leading to the summit. At Kelly’s creek, three miles below 
Otira a good track leads up to the Carroll Memorial Hut 
of the West Coast Alpine Club on the grassline and so to 
Ketiy’s Hitz, 4569 feet. At Kelly’s Creek a Department 
of Internal Affairs hut holds 24 bunks. Bookings are 
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made through the Youth Hostel Association, Box 106, 
Christchurch, and the key is obtainable from Mr. J. E. 
Evans of Aickens. 

Another easy viewpoint from Otira is Mount Barron, 
5661 feet, for which a good track leaves the main road 
up a spur south of Goat creek. Another track leaves the 
main road opposite the railway station and follows the 
water mains up the hill thence S.W. to the top of Mount 
Barron. 

The Otira route to Mount Ro.ueston is from the 
upper valley track to a basin of snow and rocks where a 
good slope due S.E. leads to the upper Goldney ridge 
and so to the low peak, where the directions to the top 
are found under ‘ Bealey Peaks’. There is a direct route 
of the Otira face to the high peak but this demands 
rock ability of unusual competence and knowledge of 
conditions. * 

OTIRA PASSES 

The Otira side of Arthur’s Pass is traversed by the 
motor road. The two Waimakariri cols leading to the 
Rolleston river are feasible for mountaineers but the gorge 
travelling is slow and difficult and in clear weather could 
be avoided by a high sidle on the S.E. bank. 
WAIMAKARIRI VALLEY. 

In its gorge above Kowai Bush near Springfield the 
Waimakariri is good tramping country with railway 
viaducts, bluffs, nooklets of beech forest, and waterfalls 
as variety. Further still, near Cass, the Hawdon, Poulter 
and Esk tributaries have been described and, in their turn, 
the Edwards, Mingha, and Bealey Valleys. Now it is turn 
for the Waimakariri headwaters with the tributaries White, 
Crow and others. Travelling up the Waimakariri is good, 
and if the river is flooded, a safe crossing can be made 
by the motor bridge where bluffs on the south bank can 
be climbed over. The Bealey railway bridge can be used 
if the Bealey river is up. Normally the route is to leave 


* See illustration 
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the road or railway near the Bealey confluence, then to 
head across the flats and cross the wide shingle bed 
and easy main stream before the matagouri flats of the 
Jordan, where good grass going on the south bank holds 
the traveller. Opposite the Crow junction, and still on 
the south bank, a short bush track leads to the CMC 
Anti-Crow Hut, 6 miles and two hours from the road. 
To the west of the hut, a good foot track cuts across 
swamp grass and the Anti-Crow river, and passes tarns 
on the way to the Upper Waimakariri. If the river is low 
make a beeline point to point, but you can keep to the 
south bank by the B.B. trail through bush if necessary, 
passing the NZAC Greenlaw Creek Hut and making the 
CMC Carrington Hut at the White junction the usual 
camping place —twelve miles and four hours from the 
road. This is the first stage of the Three Pass trip from 
the Bealey to Hokitika. To the north the Waimakariri 
continues to its source in the snows between Mounts 
Armstrong, Carrington and Rolleston. The valley floor is 
good till below the Waimakariri Falls. Above these falls 
the NZAC Bivi, a good alpine base, is handy to a ford 
where the east bank must be followed. 

The other major source of the Waimakariri is the White 
River, which needs more care in crossing after rain or 
thaw than any other torrent in the district. There is a 
good foot track on the N.E. bank and 300 feet above the 
river, beyond the Kilmarnock Falls to near the White 
Glaciers. This track is far easier than the bouldery course 
of the river. The CMC Nevile Barker Hut below the White 
Col is a good high climbing base. Of other Waimakariri 
tributaries the most open are the Crow, and the Anti-Crow. 
Note: The Coast express can be stopped at the Bealey 
corner by arrangement with the Railway Department 
traffic control authorities. 


WAIMAKARIRI PEAKS 
Mount Rouueston, 7453 feet, can be climbed or 
descended by a steep snow gully at the N.E. corner of 
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of the glacier source of the Waimakariri, and is thus a 
splendid traverse route to or from Arthur’s Pass. It can 
also be climbed from the head of the Crow tributary, 
preferably by the snow slopes S.W. of the Crow Icefall. 
The Jellicoe ridge route is more difficult. Mount Stewart, 
6337 feet, is a loose rock climb from a shingle basin best 
gained by a steep slip east of a waterfall creek that enters 
the Waimakariri south of the peak. Mounr ArmsTRONG, 
7026 feet, has a good route from snow and rock of the 
N.W. corner of the glacier source of the Waimakariri. 
It can be traversed to CARRINGTON PEAK, 6605 feet, also 
accessible from bluffs above the Waimakariri Falls. The 
most direct route to Carrington Peak is up a diagonal 
gully prominent from the valley floor south of the peak, 
with the alternative of a traverse from the Campbell 
Pass sidling under the summit by a sloping snowfield 
till a final climb from the E.S.E. is available. Mount 
CaMPBELL, 5965 feet, with its five sprawling tops has 
easy routes either from the Harman or Campbell Passes, 
while a quick descent can be made into a steep scree slide 
S.S.E. of the trig at 5720 feet. Mount IosBe, 6675 feet, 
is good from the Harman Pass from the scrub, rock, and 
basins above the White-Taipo-iti corner, or from a scree 
slide near entrance of Taipo-iti gorge. Mounr Davi, 
7490 feet, can be traversed from Mount Isobel, climbed 
from the Whitehorn Pass and a low peak (i.e. western 
slopes) or from a ridge out of the Kilmarnock Falls basin 
(ie. eastern slopes) gained south of the Kilmarnock 
stream, or direct from the Kilmarnock basin. The southern 
ridge is more difficult. Mounr Murcuison, 7873 feet, the 
highest in the Arthur’s Pass National Park, is most often 
climbed from the head of the upper White Glacier from 
the White Col — avoiding the loose rock ridge adjoining 
the glacier to its S.E. The last 200 feet of the climb is up 
steep loose rock to the N.E. ridge.* 


* See illustration 
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Gordon Duncan, Ministry of Works 


Tapuaenuku. The Hodder valley approach is on the left. 


A Spenser mountain. Mount Una and the head of the west 
Christopher. The route lies from the saddle on the right. 


Gordon Duncan, Ministry of Works 


John Pascoe 


Mount Rolleston. From Mount Philistine this angle of the Otira 

face shows the route to the Goldney ridge and low peak on 

left, with the Rome ridge behind it in profile. The three 
Rellesten peaks rise on the skyline. 


John Pascoe 


The Waimakariri Valley. A panorama from the Bealey range 
gives Mounts Greenlaw, Speight, Murchison, Harper and 
Davie on the skyline. 


John Pascoe 


Mount Murchison from under Mount Speight. The route is 
marked from the upper White Col. 


Pascoe 


Mount Evans above the 

Shelf Glacier. The east ridge 

rises from the Bracken 

Snowfield on the left. The 

McKenzie Col is under mist 
on the right. 


The Whitcombe Massif from Mount 

Lord. The Snow Dome, High Peak and 

unnamed peaks are shown in that order. 
The Essex glacier route is marked. 


Gordon Duncan, Ministry of Works 


John Rowe 


Mount Arrowsmith (High Peak) from Marquee Peak. Variations 
of the Cameron route are marked. Couloir Peak is on the right. 


John Pascoe 


The Arrowsmith Range from Mount Ramsay. The peaks 
numbered are: 1) Bastion, 2) The Spires, 3) North, 4) Red, 
5) Jagged, 6) Couloir, 7) High. The Rakaia and Reischek 
valleys are on the left, with Meins Knob low in the centre. 
Buttlers Saddle is at the head of the shingle slide on the right. 


John Pascoe 


The Clyde Valley, Rangitata. The Main Divide lies in the 
distance with the Erewhon homestead among the trees in the 
centre, 


The Havelock Valley, Rangitata. Mount D’Archiac rises at the 
head of the Forbes river; its south ridge is on the left and 
the east rib in the centre. Oklahoma lies on the right. 


John Pascoe 


John Pascoe 


On the Garden of Eden Ice Plateau. Baker Peak is on the left, 
with the Perth Col and glacier in the centre, and Mount 
Outram on the right. 


The Adams Flats and Icefall. Guardian Peak is in the centre. 


John Pascoe 


Mount Wakeman (not marked on the latest maps) 
lies north of Mount Murchison and is a short climb from 
the White glaciers. 

Mount Harper, 7324 feet, has a good rock and 
snowfield approach from the White Col, or can be climbed 
from the Carrington Hut by a blazed bush track (west 
of a minor stream) to the Camp Spur thence up a lon 
rock ridge. Another route is from the south bank of the 
Harper Stream to a mixed buttress east of the peak. 
Traverses can be made by combinations of these routes. 
Mount Speicut is accessible from a long spur between 
the Harper and Greenlaw creeks with snow basins and 
firm rock on the final section. It can also be gained by a 
variation of the Harper stream route to Harper with a 
crossing to the snow basins under Speight. 

Mount GrEENLAW, 7500 feet, has a good snowfield 
on its S.E. flank that can be gained from the Avoca valley 
via the Anti-Crow valley and Gizeh Col. The ridge 
between the low and high peaks of Greenlaw is steep 
and rotten. Mount Gizeu, 7100 feet, is easy from Gizeh 
or Echo Col, or from a steeper rock approach direct from 
the CMC Bivi and the upper Anti-Crow basin. Morrram 
Praks, 5559 feet, have a scree approach from the Upper 
Anti-Crow or a broad ridge route from the Waimakariri 
west of the Anti-Crow. A descent can be made into a 
scree north of the peak. 

Note: In general it must be said that on the Waimakariri 
mountains the tramper is meeting obstacles that need 
some sense and ability as a mountaineer, and that if he 
graduates the climbs according to his experience he will 
get great benefit from what is one of the most varied 
training grounds available to city workers. It will also 
give pleasure to advanced parties. 

WAIMAKARIRI PASSES 

The first stage of the Three Pass trip from the Bealey 
to Hokitika has been described under ‘ Waimakariri 
Valley’. The second stage is a seven hour day from 
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Carrington Hut (to Park-Morpeth Hut in the Wilberforce), 
up the Taipo-iti Gorge to the Harman Pass, 4310 feet, 
where good grass, boulder and snow travelling due S.W. 
cross the Whitehorn Pass, 5728 feet, described under 
“Wilberforce Passes’. The important points to remember 
are (1) that if doing the trip from the Whitehorn to the 
Harman Pass, the latter must be crossed at its lowest 
point ; failure to do this landed a party in 1931 on to 
difficult bluffs above the Taipo-iti Gorge and two men 
died, and (2) winter conditions of frozen snow or spring 
conditions of melting snow can both be dangerous and 
make a normally popular transalpine route difficult. 
Experienced and competent men have been turned back 
by bad conditions on the Whitehorn and have not been 
ashamed of the setback. Campbell Pass, 4052 feet, is a 
short steep climb from the Waimakariri on the S.W. slopes 
of a stream, whose head is a good grassy valley. The N.E. 
slopes can also be used by shingle and rock. The two 
Waimakariri Cols are straightforward on the Canterbury 
side in summer conditions. The two White Cols are both 
accessible from the (CMC) Nevile Barker Memorial Hut 
and lead to the Burnett Stream. The Gizeh and Echo Cols 
are both easy from the head of the Anti-Crow basin, and 
lead to branches of the Avoca. Another Avoca saddle, the 
Sphinx offers a lower crossing from the Anti-Crow, by a 
short shingle slide up an E.S.E. tributary creek. Shortest 
route of all to the Avoca is over the saddle at the head 
of the Jordan by its south branch where the bush merges 
into scrub. 


Note: I have used the spelling ArrHur’s Pass throughout 
this chapter in deference to the wishes of the late Sir 
Arthur Dudley Dobson, discoverer of the pass. 
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TAIPO TO THE MUNGO 


This area is a pause in the glaciation, as it were. 

The peaks are lower and the glaciers small. But the 

bush, river and gorge scenery is grand, and the main 

range passes need competence and bushcraft in 
Westland travel. 


TAIPO VALLEY 


This valley has most of the beauties of Westland with 
few of its terrors; the gorges are short, and the river flats 
plentiful. From the Jackson’s railway station and hotel, 
an eight mile road walk follows the south bank of the 
Taramakau, till a pack track sidles for a few hundred feet 
to avoid the bluffs of the Taipo near its junction. After a 
mile the track falls to the Taipo flats which lead to the 
Seven Mile Creek where an empty hut is available. Here 
also is a hospitable family of gold prospectors. The best 
route up the valley holds the east bank climbing over 
occasional bluffs. The Mary creek source of the Taipo 
leads to the Harman Pass, and has a sustained bluff turned 
high on its east side, but the upper creek has no difficulty. 
The other Taipo source is Julia creek, descended on its 
west bank in the upper reaches but it has a prospectors’ 
track on its S.E. bank below scrub level. The upper Julia 
leads to Pope’s Pass, 5290 feet. Below the Mary-Julia 
confluence of the Taipo, about 20 chains, there are hot 
springs to be smelt if not to be found. 


TAIPO PEAKS 


From the Seven Mile creek there are good bush tracks 
to Ranor Tareo, 4500 feet, and Ketiy’s Hitz, 4569 feet. 
Tara Tama, 6084 feet, has a fair route by a spur south 
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of Scotty’s creek, and is also accessible from Scotty’s 
Saddle, 4650 feet, or Dunn’s Saddle, 4217 feet. 


TAIPO PASSES 

The route from the Seven Mile creek over the Kelly 
Range to the Carroll Memorial Hut and Otira can be 
done in a day. Hunt’s Saddle to Kelly’s creek is not 
recommended because of bad scrub and river going. Two 
days are needed to cross Harman Pass via Mary creek or 
Pope’s Pass via Julia creek. Hura Saddle leading to the 
Arahura can be gained by an old benched track up the 
north bank. The Taipo access to the Westland slopes of 
Campbell Pass is best up a dry slide past scrub below 
Mary creek—avoid Tumbledown creek and waterfalls. 


WILBERFORCE VALLEY 

As a main feeder of the Rakaia River, the Wilberforce 
needs its own section. In general the valley is wide with 
no gorges; in its lower reaches it has quicksands and 
in its upper reaches impetuous tributaries. Its mountains 
are lower than the average Waimakariri summit, and less 
glaciated. At first sight its shingle expanses are monotonous 
and it is up the side valleys that the main interest lies. 
Access lies from the roadhead at the Harper Diversion at 
the head of Lake Coleridge, whence it is 22 miles to the 
head of the valley, a distance that can be covered in a 
day if necessary because the travelling is uniformly good. 
As with some other Canterbury rivers the main tributaries 
are more difficult to ford because of swifter fall, and one 
— the Unknown river — is treacherous in flood. 

As well as the details given later under ‘ Wilberforce 
Passes’ it is essential to stress that the usual route up the 
valley uses the motor road to Glenthorne homestead where 
a pack track leads to the main valley as far as the Fanghill 
Hut on the south bank of the Fanghill stream where a 
good diagonal crossing is made to the west bank with its 
hut north of the Moa stream. A mile (still on the west 
bank) up the main valley past the Unknown confluence, 
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the Urquhart Hut is another handy stopping place, but 
the best-found hut upstream is on the east bank north of 
the Cronin junction, the (CMC) Park-Morpeth Hut. The 
major tributary on the east bank of the Wilberforce is the 
Harper into which flows the Avoca branch with the 
Fitzwilliam Hut at its junction, and a short cut west of 
Mount Fitzwilliam to the Avoca behind the Triangle Hut 
six miles up, and the Avoca Hut of the Canterbury 
University College Tramping Club ten miles further on. 
All three huts are on the west bank of the Avoca which 
is easy going. The Avoca Hut is found by a blazed trail 
from where the valley closes in. The Harper valley is 
pleasant bush country. Four miles up the Harper from the 
Avoca junction is the Top Hut, half an hour above which 
the river forks into two tributaries, both easy travelling. 
The other eastern tributaries of the Wilberforce are the 
Burnet Stream, with its long descent from the White Cols, 
and the Cronin from the Whitehorn Pass. On the west, 
the main tributary is the Unknown with its branches of 
Gibson and Griffiths, and at the head of the Wilberforce 
the Gifford, Grave and Hall. The Mount Algidus home- 
stead, in the lower Wilberforce, is accessible from Lake 
Coleridge by road and unbridged river. Much of the 
country is grazed by sheep and deer are also numerous. 


WILBERFORCE PEAKS 

The best climb of the Wilberforce is Mount 
Murcuison, 7878 feet, which has a difficult approach up 
the Weka branch of the Burnett by rock cliffs to the Weka 
Glacier. Mount Davie, 7490 feet, has a route from the 
Cronin. Of the Main Divide peaks, Mounr Rosamonp, 
7197 feet, is climbed from the ridge from the Whitehorn 
Pass and can be traversed to Mount Marion, 6816 feet, 
and to Pampero’s Cairn and the Park-Morpeth Hut. 
Similarly Mount Marion is traversable to Pope’s Pass by a 
series of sloping snowfields and rock ledges taking care to 
avoid bluffs into the head of the Wilberforce source. 
Mount Harman, 6170 feet, is merely a bump in a ridge 
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N.E. and easily accessible from Browning’s Pass. To the 
N.W. of this pass are the more interesting rock scrambles 
of the Twin Peaks, Mount Ematy, 6289 feet, and Mount 
Aucusta, 6197 feet. From here to Mount Bryce and on 
the Divide that generally runs S.W. are Mounts BEALs, 
6268 feet, WALTER, 6350 feet, KEDDELL, 6465 feet, GruEs, 
FITZGERALD, 6568 feet, AmBrosE, 6596 feet, Ex1oT, 6740 
feet, Munco, and TREADWELL, 6919 feet. None of these 
are difficult. Mount Bryce, 7177 feet, is steep from the 
Unknown Col, and south on the Rolleston Range rises 
Mount WILuiAMs, a tough rock climb. Mount GrEENLAW, 
7500 feet, would be very difficult from the Burnett Valley 
because of steep loose rock. Its route is best taken as 
described under ‘ Waimakariri Peaks’.* Mount Grzen, 
7100 feet, is fair from the upper Avoca by the Gizeh Col. 
W.S.W. of Mount Greenlaw, the Birdwood Range is rocky 
sheep country, with Avoca Prax, 7000 feet, accessible 
from a spur from the valley floor. Between the Griffiths 
and the Gifford branch of the upper Wilberforce the Cabot 
ridge has Mounts CaMsELL, Scotr and Caszor, all over 
6000 feet, available from either approach. 


WILBERFORCE PASSES 


The key Divide passes are the Whitehorn and 
Browning’s, both used on the Three Pass trip. Both are 
dangerous in a frozen winter, but safe summer routes in 
clear weather. Crossing the Whitehorn, 5728 feet, keep 
to the S.E. bank of the Cronin till the river falls and turns 
to a gorge due west, above which is a good ford to the 
north bank where deer tracks lead through the scrub. 
Browning’s Pass, 4510 feet, is climbed by a diagonal 
miners’ track on its lower slopes of long snow grass, then 
up a scree to a final rocky gut emerging on the pass by 
Lake Browning and the Gelignite Hut, a very small shelter. 
As the miners’ track peters out in bluffs it must be left 


* The snowfield on the S.E. flank is also 
accessible from upper Avoca valley. 
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early. The upper Wilberforce source leads to Pope’s Pass, 
5290 feet, an easy crossing from the west side of the 
source. 


Other key Divide passes are important: The Grave 
Col, about 6000 feet, is accessible from the Grave creek 
and Retreat snowfield, and leads to the Farquharson 
branch of the Kokatahi in Westland. An alternative route 
is up the Gifford creek on the S.W. bank to the 
Farquharson Saddle. From the Griffiths creek glacier but 
hidden from its turning point is the Clarke Pass to the 
upper Kokatahi valley, while further south is the Hokitika 
Saddle, also from the Griffiths, and leading to the head of 
the Mungo source of the Hokitika. From the Gibson creek 
of the Unknown valley is a good route on the north bank 
but near the head a high bluff must be climbed over ; 
this leads up to a steep clay and shingle slide to the 
Mungo Pass, 5950 feet, a good crossing to the Brunswick 
branch of the Mungo valley. Sub-range passes also abound 
in the Wilberforce. The Cass Saddle, is a short cut from 
Cass railway station to the head of the east Harper branch 
of the Wilberforce with good shingle and river flats 
suitable for a novice party. Lagoon Saddle is an easy route 
from the north Harper to Bruce stream and the Bealey 
Hotel. There is a high pass from an upper west branch of 
the north Harper to Ampitheatre Creek of the Avoca. The 
Waimakariri saddles of Bruce, Jordan, Sphinx, and Gizeh 
are all easy on the Avoca side. The upper Avoca has a 
crossing from the Avoca Hut up a hanging valley and 
over a saddle to gorged Bristed creek and its south bank. 
The Avoca Col at the head of the valley saddles with 
Greenlaw creek but is difficult on the Waimakariri side. 
The Gargarus Saddle is a good short cut from the lower 
Avoca to Glenthorne homstead. The main route to the 
Mathias is by the head of the westernmost Unknown 
source up snow to the Unknown Col. Another saddle leads 
from the Unknown to the north branch of the Moa Stream. 
Another route to the Mistake branch of the Mathias valley 
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is up the Moa Stream to a south creek (opposite the north 
branch) but this pass is hard to find in bad weather. 
A secondary Waimakariri-Wilberforce pass of consequence 
is the upper White Col into the Burnett valley but the 
descent is very steep and in spring is dangerous with 
avalanche risk. 


ARAHURA VALLEY 

Although the upper Arahura valley is one of the best 
known in Westland because of its part in the ‘ Three Pass 
Trip’, the lower section is seldom used as the track no 
longer exists, and is therefore not recommended. 


ARAHURA PEAKS 

By traversing Mount Harman from Browning’s Pass, 
Mount Axis, half a mile to the north, is a loose rock 
climb. Tara Tama, 6084 feet, is not readily accessible 
from the Arahura side. Mounr Laturor from the upper 
Harman branch of the Arahura has a cirque that makes 
access difficult. 


ARAHURA PASSES 

Browninc’s Pass, the third Divide pass on the ‘ Three 
Pass Trip ’, is crossed to the west shores of Lake Browning, 
the Arahura source. In misty weather take care to find 
rock cairns as they mark the fall of the track to the 
Arahura. At the Pyramid Boulder in the riverbed, cross to 
the west bank where a hundred yards down the track lies 
the Pyramids Hut. The descent from Browning’s Pass to 
this hut takes an hour and a half. Two miles below the 
hut is the Harman river, which in rain must be crossed 
with a rope. The track contours around the west bank 
high above the river, and after another two miles turns 
from north to west and climbs to the swampy Styx Saddle, 
2500 feet, with a steep track falling to Grassy Flats and 
the (CMC) Renton Hut, three hours from Pyramids. 
From this hut cross an old bridge (several hundred yards 
downstream) to the north bank of the Styx with a foot- 
track to the Sandfly Hut two hours away. Just across the 
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first big stream past the hut a flood escape route has been 
roughly cut over high bluffs. The river usually runs deeply 
enough against these even when clear. The route climbs 
on the west side of the tributary stream some 800 feet, 
then sidles round to the first gully downstream from the 
bluff. Continue out by Lake Kaniere for preference, 
although an overgrown track on north bank of Styx river 
leads to the end of the road at Kokatahi. The Kaniere 
route is to take a turn-off to a low saddle past Camp creek 
to a clearing with a track to Dorothy Falls in the N.E. 
corner, and so to an old road to Lake Kaniere with good 
views of mountains, bush and lake. At the north end of 
the lake a settlement is twelve miles from Hokitika. Hura 
Saddle, 4033 feet, is the best route from the Taipo. On 
the Arahura side descend McQuilkin creek on north bank 
by a sidle along grass as far as possible. Then work on to 
bush spur, s still on the north side of creek which leads 
down to the junction with the Arahura. 


KOKATAHI VALLEY 


This well-gorged valley has a big watershed west of 
the Wilberforce Divide, and tracks and information have 
robbed it of the trouble it once possessed. From the end 
of the Kokatahi road a rough track keeps to the N.E. bank 
to a cage below Whakarira gorge. Follow benched track 
on S.W. side into Adamson creek. Travel down creek 100 
yards to the Kokatahi river and then pick up benched 
track starting at the beach level. The track climbs to a 
height of 1800 feet to avoid the steep faces leading up 
from the elbow of the gorge. It then crosses a large slip 
and gradually sidles down some of the worst opossum and 
deer damaged rain forest in New Zealand to just below 
Pinnacle creek. From there either bank may be followed 
to the Crawford junction although the N.E. bank is 
preferable. The only good ford is just below a small gorge 
above Meharry creek. In the upper Kokatahi, or the 
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tributaries Crawford and Farquharson, as much as possible 
avoid scrub by sidling higher on snowgrass and shingle. 
Opossum and deer killing operations have opened up new 
tracks. Normally it is two easy days to the Crawford 
junction. The N.E. bank can be followed all the way if 
necessary, if care is taken to stay above the gorges. 


KOKATAHI PEAKS 

Mount Laturorp is accessible from the Lathrop Saddle 
(see below). Many Wilberforce Divide peaks can be 
climbed from the head of the Kokatahi. 


KOKATAHI PASSES 

The Lathrop Saddle, west of Mount Lathrop, can be 
crossed in five hours from the north side of the Crawford, 
a mile and a half above the Crawford-Farquharson 
junction (gained by a sidle above the scrub) to a good 
creek falling north to the Styx valley and the Renton Hut 
at Grassy Flats. Of the Divide Passes, the Grave Col to 
the Farquharson or the Gifford route to the same has a 
steep rocky route to deer tracks on the north bank above 
gorges. The Clarke Pass, from the Griffiths valley falls to 
the upper Kokatahi, and a variation route out to habitation 
is to follow up through thick scrub to the upper Kokatahi 
source, and cross Zit Saddle, 4300 feet, to a spur to the 
Toaroha valley. For the normal route down the Kokatahi 
river descend the waterfall in stream from Clarke Pass by 
the S.W. bank. Good deer tracks will lead to a blazed 
route descending into the stream again. Use east bank of 
Kokatahi river to the Crawford junction. 


TOAROHA VALLEY PEAKS AND PASSES 

Here is among some of the most spectacular gorge 
scenery is Westland. A track from the lower Kokatahi 
junction holds the east bank all the way to Wren creek, 
but quicker access can be gained from the end of the road 
at Stopforth’s Mill on the west side of Toaroha river, 
saving three-quarters of an hour. A tram bridge across the 
Toaroha gives an escape route in times of flood. The old 
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swing bridge across the Styx river past the end of the 
Kokatahi road has been washed away. The road to the 
mill is via Koiterangi. The track rises and falls to the hut 
at Wren creek where there is an excellent hot spring. 
From the hut there is a roughly cut track on the east side 
of the river from Zit creek to Mullins creek. Ford here 
and pick up blazed track on west side to the Bannatyne 
flats, thus avoiding the difficult Toaroha cascades. From 
here the Toaroha saddle can be crossed to the Mungo. 
The peaks can be climbed from the grass lines which 
should be held where possible. In crossing Zit Saddle from 
the Kokatahi be careful to avoid Zit creek and waterfalls 
by keeping to the leading spur on the N.E. bank. 


MUNGO VALLEY 

The Mungo branch of the Hokitika river has a rough 
Westland valley and only its main feeder, the Brunswick, 
is easy going. Half a mile above the Mungo confluence are 
some remarkable cold springs that gush from a rock. The 
Mungo itself has hot springs a short way below the 
confluence. Till its junction with the Hokitika much of the 
travelling is beset by deep gorges and high bluffs. 


MUNGO PEAKS 

Munco Peak is only a short walk S.E. from Mungo 
Pass. Other Divide peaks are best climbed from the 
Canterbury side. 


MUNGO PASSES 

The most feasible route is the Mungo Pass, a high 
saddle climbed from the Gibson branch of the Unknown 
(Wilberforce) River. The route down the Brunswick 
begins on the east bank. As the route down the Mungo 
and the Hokitika is so gorge-ridden, the Hokitika is 
avoided by following up the steep Saddle creek, a mile 
below the hot springs, which leads to the Toaroha Saddle, 
3840 feet. 


61 


MATHIAS TO THE WANGANUI 


Reaching the Rakaia-Whitcombe-Wanganui water- 

shed there is both good tramping country, with some 

river danger, and exciting mountaineering on peaks 

that abound with tricky icefalls and exacting rock. 

There are new scales of height and distance and 
rewarding climbs. 


MATHIAS VALLEY 


Access to the Mathias branch of the Rakaia is gained 
on the north bank by crossing the lower Wilberforce to 
the Mount Algidus homestead from the blind road-end 
nine miles away from the Lake Coleridge Power Station, 
and on the south bank by crossing the Rakaia to Manuka 
Point homestead. Thus although the Mathias is a fair river, 
except in flood, its access is guarded by the Wilberforce 
and the Rakaia, both with bad reputations. The Algidus 
crossing of the Wilberforce gives five miles of dray track 
to the homestead, thence avoids the Hydra stream swamp 
on its north bank, with a good pack track to the musterers’ 
hut on the east bank of the Mistake stream, ten miles from 
the homestead. The track continues up the N.E. bank of 
the river and opposite the West Mathias Forks is the 
musterers’ Moraine Hut, also called More Rain Hut. The 
going is good further up the river, still on the east bank, 
right to a small deep gorge near the glacier source of the 
main river, where it is desirable to ford to what is by now 
the north bank. From the Manuka Point homestead a pack 
track crosses the spur, and once in the Mathias riverbed, 
the S.W. bank can be followed to the foot of the Main 
Divide. South of Jerusalem Creek there is a musterers’ hut, 
and on the south bank of the West Mathias junction there 
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is a stalker’s private hut. In travelling up the S.W. bank 
of the Mathias, the West Mathias tributary could be 
troublesome in flood. It is a feature of Mathias travelling 
that the river flats are good and there are no bluffs of 
consequence to be climbed. The West Mathias is rougher 
travelling. In both valleys there are innumerable camps 
with bush firewood or sub-alpine scrub handy. 


MATHIAS PEAKS. 

From a base camp in the upper valley near Canyon 
creek, and on either bank of the river, it is possible to 
climb many of the peaks. The mountains are compact and 
many traverses are feasible. To gain the Main Divide, 
however, takes steep climbing. The leading ridge north 
from the Canyon-Mathias confluence is difficult and 
deserves its warning name of Treachery Ridge. From the 
Mathias source, the Omatane glacier, or from traverses 
trom the Unknown Col there are fair routes to Mount 
Bryce, 7177 feet, Mounts Mystery, Kat-twi (or 
CoLLeTT), 6843 feet, Harrison, 6800 feet, and SHarro 
PEax, 6912 feet. The latter can be climbed by a south 
ridge from the valley ffoor near the upper gorge. S.W. 
of Shafto Peak are Mounts KeEnsinctTon, 7010 feet, 
BaLLANCE, 7008 feet, Stour, 6962 feet, Norman, 6610 
feet, Trecear, 6718 feet, Grrarp, 6695 feet, and 
TANCRED, 6289 feet, with the Ayran Ridge. The last three 
are accessible from the Mathias Pass or from the glacier 
north of upper Canyon Creek. South of the Mathias Pass 
is Mounr Marion, 6953 feet, a tricky rock climb. The 
Divide then veers N.W. to Mounts Cart, 6653 feet, 
VINCENT, 6387 feet, and Burton, 6356 feet, all falling 
into the West Mathias valley. Other West Mathias-Main 
Divide peaks are Mounts Spiir Open, Younc, 6818 feet, 
McWu1rtTer, 6940 feet, Warner, 7363 feet, Bonp, 7381 
feet, Law, 7107 feet, and Nrave, 7350 feet. Kea Pass 
gives access to Mounts Button and Split Open, but 
otherwise the approach to the West Mathias Divide is 
precarious and very steep. South of the Unknown Col are 
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two unnamed rock peaks on the Rolleston Range (no 
relation of the Arthur’s Pass feature), but the best climb 
on the range is Mount Witiams, 7000 feet, which can 
be tackled from the head of an eastern tributary opposite 
Canyon creek. On the Acassiz RANGE are Mounts 
UrQuHarT, Comyns, and UNNAMED, all straightforward 
rock climbs. Lower down the Mathias the RaccED RANGE 
peaks are easy. 


MATHIAS PASSES 

From the main valley, the Mathias Pass, 4610 feet, 
is the best route to Westland. Below Canyon Gorge, and 
on the west bank of the Mathias, climb up 600 feet to the 
line of the old track hewn by Sir Arthur Dudley Dobson’s 
party and keep well above the south bank of Canyon 
creek till the upper valley is reached. At some places 
avalanches have destroyed the track, and a rope should 
be used at doubtful bluffs. Canyon creek itself has been 
used but there are many swift crossings and this expedient 
is not often favourable. From the upper Canyon creek it 
is a short climb to the Mathias Pass. The favourite high 
route to the Wilberforce is the Unknown Col, which 
needs care to climb or descend from the Mathias side late 
in the season. A shorter route from the Mathias to the 
Wilberforce is over the Mistake Saddle by the Cattle Basin 
at the head of the Mistake Creek, which leads to the Moa 
valley. The only good Divide pass at the head of the West 
Mathias is Kea Pass, 4850 feet, which has a tortuous 
approach from a small moraine to the N.E. of the river 
whose glacier must be climbed to some height where a 
traverse and descent is made back S.W. to the pass. A true 
S.W. feeder of the West Mathias and half way up its 
valley leads to a steep climb parallel with the Divide to 
scree and snow where a high saddle connects with Cattle 
Creek of the Rakaia. There is another route from the 
Mathias to the Rakaia over the Ragged Range by a spur 
south of the Jerusalem Hut to a basin and a creek falling 
to the Jellicoe Hut. 
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HOKITIKA VALLEY 


From its true source near the Mathias Pass, the upper 
Hokitika, the “Siberia” of the sheepmen explorers of the 
eighties, falls easily in a grassy hanging valley till at 
3411 feet it hurtles down in a series of cataracts to change 
direction from north to west and then N.W. entering a 
series of remarkable gorges, Frisco, Omatane, Kawau and 
Kakariki, where a most difficult route, such as it is (only 
used by prospectors) holds the N.E. bank. At the cage 
near the Whitcombe confluence, a good pack track leads 
to Ritchie’s farm and Koiterangi settlement. 


HOKITIKA PEAKS 


The Mathias Divide Peaks are not easily accessible 
from the Hokitika side except those near the Mathias Pass. 
Mount Friepa, 7013 feet, wholly in Westland, is best 
climbed from Mount Carl. Mounr Meta, 5350 feet, is 
plain from Frews Saddle. 


HOKITIKA PASSES 


The Westland descent from the Mathias Pass, 4610 
feet, is simple to the upper Hokitika which is crossed to 
the west side, and followed for two miles when a sidling 
route is taken on steep grass slopes to Frew’s Saddle, the 
usual route out to the Whitcombe valley and the lower 
Hokitika to Koiterangi. 


From Frew’s Saddle follow the easiest travelling down 
the creek to the start of scrub when a track will be picked 
up on S.W. bank. Descend from scrub, then light bush, 
half a mile. Ford the creek just above the gorges, and 
locate benched track on N.E. side. Find the CMC 
“Mathias Junction’ Hut at junction with Whitcombe 
valley track on south bank of Tom creek. There is a route 
from the east bank of the upper Hokitika to Steadman 
Creek and Saddle, over a bump of 5826 feet, and E.N.E. 
along and down the Homeward Ridge to the Mungo near 
the Toaroha Saddle. 
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RAKAIA VALLEY 


The newcomer to the Rakaia has every chance of 
finding that the mountains are difficult and the river is 
dangerous. The valley is on a large scale, and the distances 
for swagging are somewhat monotonous. Sound river- 
crossing technique, including the use of a rope, is usually 
essential. If the river is flooded badly it should not be 
crossed at all. The tributaries also demand great caution. 


Access to Manuka Point and the Rakaia from the north 
bank is two days’ swagging from Lake Coleridge subject 
to the whims of the Wilberforce and Mathias rivers, and 
should only be taken as a last resort. Access to the south 
bank of the Rakaia is better from Methven with 40 miles 
of rough road ending at a tin shed, near Glenfalloch 
homestead and opposite Manuka Point. Alternatively good 
access is also given to the south bank by the road from 
Mount Somers settlement to Lake Heron (30 miles) with 
a pack track leading down the N.E. bank of the Lake 
stream, crossing it by a bridge, and taking the track 
on the west bank, finally sidling over Prospect Hill and 
descending to the main valley floor and the Thompson 
Hut. This hut can also be reached from Glenfalloch with 
the disadvantage of fording the Lake Stream on foot and 
climbing over Prospect Hill if the Rakaia is flooded. There 
is little to choose between the Glenfalloch and the Lake 
Heron route into the valley. 

To continue to travel up the south bank of the river is 
to get shelter from the (CMC) Banfield Hut, in the first 
patch of bush on the east bank of the Jagged Stream, 
800 yards from the Rakaia riverbed, and the musterers’ 
Washbourne Hut an hour further up the valley, which 
can be reached in a day from Lake Heron or Glenfalloch. 
The Reischek Stream below Mein’s Knob is tricky if 
flooded. The wire rope bridge below Mein’s Knob is 
unusable, and the one above the Knob feasible only with 
acrobatics. Mein’s Knob, 4437 feet, can be sidled to a 
minor knob of about 3700 feet to save the main climb, but 
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many parties with heavy packs have found this expedient 
unsafe because of the risk of a fall to the river off the 
steep bluff. The safer but more tedious way is to cross 
south of the knob and descend to the (CMC) Rakaia hut 
in the Lyell valley hidden on a scrub terrace above the 
south bank of the river. 

The north bank of the river offers more grass travelling 
than on the south bank. Cross from the tin shed to Manuka 
Point if the river is safe. An island splits up some of the 
streams. From the Manuka Point homestead a six miles 
grass route leads to Jellicoe Hut, partly concealed in a 
nook of bush, and near a stream from the Ragged Range. 
At Totara Point some bluffs may have to be climbed if 
the river has cut in—a situation that is impossible to 
predict as it alters from season to season. Beyond Totara 
creek there are more bluffs, but they can be sidled high up 
if the river is in flood. Cattle creek has a steep, dangerous 
ford. A stalkers’ hut on its west bank is in good condition. 
Duncan’s Hut on the next flat is obliterated by shingle 
erosion, and the lagoon at 2531 feet is partly filled. Good 
going to the Louper stream and its camp sites leads to 
Jim’s Knob, the gateway to the Ramsay glacier, but the 
camp site at the foot of the knob is not reliable for water. 

The Lyell glacier can be reached by either bank of the 
Rakaia, but the Ramsay only by the north bank. The 
terrific moraine of the Ramsay with its three miles of 
upheaval is best traversed in the centre, along ridges 
where possible. The Lyell moraine is not much trouble 
anywhere. Good glacier trips can be made even when the 
tops are out of condition. Camp sites can be made at the 
head of the moraine using rock walls for shelter. 

Fords vary from flood to flood, but generally the best 
places to try are near Manuka Point, or above the 
Washbourne Hut, where the main streams are divided. 


RAKAIA PEAKS 
Mount Martius, about 7000 feet, has a good ridge 
from the Whitcombe Pass. Louper Prax, 8165 feet, has 
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a steep ridge of loose rock from the Whitcombe Pass, and 
this considerable danger can be avoided by tackling the 
peak from the Ramsay glacier, either by the W.S.W. ridge 
from Mount Butler or the north ridge, both of which are 
steep but sound rock. Mounr Burier, 6868 feet, is an 
easy climb from the Ramsay. THz Amazon’s BREASTS are 
an easy snow climb either from the Erewhon Col or from 
the south. S.W. of the Erewhon Col is a mixed snow and 
rock route to ErREwHoNn Peak, beyond which rises the 
steep and sound classic rock climb to Mount Wurrcomsg, 
8656 feet. The best snow route to Mount Whitcombe is 
up the heavily crevassed Menace Icefall, through the 
Menace Gap, and to the Hazard glacier (also accessible 
from the Strachan Pass by a traverse of Mount Lorp, 
6918 feet), thence to the Essex Icefall and neve. The secret 
to this climb is to stay near 7000 feet till in the Essex 
Glacier.* Other but lower peaks of Mount Whitcombe 
are accessible from these glaciers, but the eastern Ramsay 
face is likely to remain inviolate. Mounr RoseErts, 6950 
feet, can be traversed from Mount Lord. South of the 
Strachan Pass lie Mounts WanpDA, WESTLAND, 7762 feet, 
and Ramsay, all simplest from the Clarke Icefall; though 
Wanpa has a good ridge from the Lord and Mt. Westland 
the latter can be climbed from Mount KinxeL, in turn 
accessible from a ridge from the Lyell valley opposite the 
Rakaia Hut. The Divide peaks from the Lyell glacier are 
Mounts Buatr, 8185 feet, HippeN, and Matcoim, 8236 
feet, all handy from the Heim Plateau by its barrier icefall 
or dangerous snow gully east of that obstacle. The direct 
face climb of Matcotm is steep and difficult, but the 
peak has a better route from the S.W. gained by the 
Rangitata Col. Mount NicHo.son is traversable from the 
Rangitata or the McCoy Cols at the head of the Lyell 
lacier. Mounts View and Gortue can be climbed from 
the Lyell. Far up the Kirk Stream and glacier lie Mounts 
SPEARPOINT, Warrior, and AMAZON with difficult routes 


* See illustration 
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of steep snow and and rock. Behind the Rakaia Hut are 
the JoLuie Sisters, rock scrambles. Mount Goutp is 
accessible from Butler’s Saddle. The Reischek stream and 
glacier have a gorge with river crossings necessary, and 
from the neve lie difficult routes to some fine Arrowsmith 
peaks of Rep, 8500 feet, Norru, 8658 feet, and Tue 
SprrEs, 8000 feet, where ability at route finding on loose 
rock is an essential. Mounts Murray, 7065 feet, and 
Mepuurst, 6434 feet are easy climbs from the Rakaia 
valley, but south of Medhurst is the dangerous loose face 
of Bastion Prax. The Jagged valley (best traversed high 
on its S.E. bank) leads to a formidable ampitheatre of 
glaciers, the Assault, Gridiron and Jagged, flanking difficult 
peaks. Nort Prax, 8658 feet, is climbed by the Assault 
glacier and N.E. ridge, but care must be taken to avoid 
snow gullies raked by falling stones or snow slopes over- 
hung by ice blocks. Lawrence Prax, 8100 feet, E.S.E. 
of North Peak, has a route from the Gridiron glacier. 
Jaccep Peak, 8910 feet, is climbed from the north or 
from the Jagged Col and east ridge, both routes being 
difficult. Prop Prax can be traversed easily from Jagged 
or Peg Cols. The Ragged Range, with the peaks of 
Torara, 6955 feet, and Manuka, 5521 feet, are easy rock 
scrambles from the north bank of the Rakaia. Cattle Creek 
leads to unnamed peaks overlooking the West Mathias, of 
which the highest is 7000 feet, with small glaciers on their 
southern flanks. 


RAKAIA PASSES 

The lowest and key pass from the Rakaia to Westland 
is the Whitcombe Pass, 4025 feet, gained in three hours 
by the west bank of the Louper valley, all good going. 
The Erewhon Col is reached by the east side of the 
Ramsay glacier thus avoiding its icefall. The Menace Gap 
is not recommended as a swagging pass, but the best 
Divide pass from the lower Ramsay is the Strachan Pass, 
5651 feet, from the Clarke glacier below its icefall. There 
are no good Divide passes from the Lyell. Sub-range 
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passes are numerous. The high saddle from the West 
Mathias to Cattle creek is unnamed and has a steep 
glacier descent on its S.E. face. At the head of the Lyell 
glacier the Rangitata Col leads to the Frances glacier 
source of the Clyde, and can be climbed by its icefall 
or by traversing the eastern face of Mount Nicholson. 
Also from the upper Lyell glacier the McCoy Col is an 
easier snow climb. Ambrose Saddle from the Rakaia Hut 
Creek, Butler’s Saddle from S.E. of Mein’s Knob (an all 
weather pass), Chowbok Col from the Reischek valley and 
Lawrence Col from the Reischek neve all lead to the 
Lawrence branch of the Clyde. The Reischek Col connects 
with the Jagged valley. The Jagged Col is a high route 
and the Peg Col an easier route from the Jagged valley 
to the Cameron valley. 


WHITCOMBE VALLEY 

Once this heavily bushed valley was difficult travelling 
and its reputation was such that those who traversed it 
were among the tough ones of the earth. In 1951 the 
improvement of old overgrown benched tracks and the 
provision of wire bridges or cages has mocked difficulties 
and the travelling times of 1931 can be quartered to-day. 
Throughout its course from the Whitcombe Pass to the 
Hokitika confluence, the best bank of the Whitcombe is 
the east. The upper valley has good terraces of shingle and 
grass, and it is wise to keep away from the river. Three 
miles below the pass, Snag creek marks the sub-alpine 
scrub belt. A rough track sidles along the steep slopes 
and although blazed is difficult to follow till it drops to 
beach travel to the Wilkinson junction, passing the old 
ford half a mile above Cave Camp. At Cave Camp itself 
there is good shelter, and a short way down river is a 
walking wire to the west bank where blazes follow up the 
Wilkinson. The track below the Cave and down the valley 
is in such good condition that Price’s Flat and its new 
deer-killers’ hut below Cataract creek can be reached in 
four hours. In the gorge below the flat there is a good 
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wire cage to the west bank and fair tracks to the grasslines 
of the Cropp and Price’s rivers, with the possibility of a 
round trip over the latter to the Pahlow Ridge to the 
lower Wilkinson. It is now a solid day of ten hours 
from Price’s Flat Hut to Koiterangi. The deer-killers have 
fixed a good walking wire over Vincent creek 300 yards 
upstream, below which an hour’s travel leads to Frews 
creek and the CMC Hut on the south bank of Tom’s creek. 
Beach boulder going for 300 yards below Tom’s creek is 
good to the start of the benched track which climbs to 
900 feet. A little below Harry creek the track is now 
deeply gulched and it is necessary to descend the south 
bank some 250 feet to make a crossing, with an equal 
climb up the north bank to regain the benching. Follow 
this trail to the cage over the Hokitika river, and the horse 
track from the junction. With its improved access the 
Whitcombe valley should be used by many parties. 


WHITCOMBE PEAKS 

The Main Divide peaks between Kea Pass and Mount 
Neave, 7350 feet, can all be climbed from the Whitcombe 
grassline, which leads to related ridges. Any contouring 
of this grassline involves detours through occasional deep 
rocky gullies. From the head of the Cropp there are good 
snow routes to Mount BEaumont, 7085 feet, and THE 
Rotunpa, 6626 feet, Mount THORNDIKE, 6481 feet, can be 
climbed from the Seddon feeder of the Upper Wilkinson 
or by a mixed ridge from the lower Wilkinson near Cave 
Camp. Mount Bowen, 6516 feet, has a long route from 
a ridge north of Rapid Creek. Mount Evans, 8612 feet, 
the dominant peak of the Whitcombe-Waitaha-Wanganui 
iceshed, has a difficult route from the McKenzie Icefall to 
steep rock and snow converging on the upper McKenzie 
ridge where the climbing is most exacting. The gap 
between the low north peak and the summit is traversable. 
A better route is to cross the McKenzie Col to the County 
glacier and Red Lion Col, thence up the west ridge. The 
east ridge of Evans is accessible from the Bracken 
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Snowfield but is so loose that it can only be tackled by 
the most accomplished parties.* The KatzensacH RwGE 
and JouRDAIN Cone can be gained by a shingle slide from 
the lower Wilkinson glacier ; on the Whitcombe side sheer 
cliffs look impracticable. Park Dome, 7688 feet, can be 
climbed from the Seddon Col. Mount Tarueton, 6456 
feet, is easy from the head of Cataract or Vincent creeks. 


WHITCOMBE PASSES 

Because of its importance the Whitcombe Pass has 
largely been described under ‘Whitcombe Valley’. 
Summarising, a party could reach Hokitika in two days 
from the pass. Kea Pass, 4850 feet, from the West 
Mathias, leads to Vincent Creek with easy upper reaches 
but bad travelling as it loses height. It is better to leave 
the creek at the last of the grass and to follow a blazed 
track on the ridge between Vincent and Hopeful creeks. 
A cave bivi can be found on this ridge at the edge of the 
scrub. Given good visibility a good route may be used 
through grass country to Frew’s Saddle. 

Other sub-range passes are of consequence. The Seddon 
Col is a steep snow climb to the southernmost of two 
saddles. The McKenzie Col has a barrier icefall needing 
glacier experience, and is the only route from the 
Wilkinson to the County. A high level route from the 
lower Wilkinson up a shingle slide to the Katzenbach 
ridge leads to the Bracken Snowfield, which can also be 
gained from the upper Whitcombe valley by the Barron 
Glacier and Col or from the upper Ramsay Glacier by the 
Erewhon Col. The Full Moon Saddle of the Bracken 
Snowfield leads to the Wanganui valley. The Sale Col 
leads from the Ramsay neve to the Whitcombe valley by a 
steep glacier. 

Note: The Mrxonur Valley and its branches the Tuke 
and Dickson, and the Kakaporant — or Gordon or Little 
Waitaha — are seldom seen except by shooting or 
prospecting parties. 

* See illustration 
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WAITAHA VALLEY 

Although the upper Waitaha is grassy and open it is so 
inaccessible that it is only reached by a few parties and 
then on the routes mentioned below. The main river falls 
to a narrow rock gorge at 2300 feet, and in half a mile of 
cataracts dashes a thousand feet to the forks where the 
County river swells its volume, both to flow for some eight 
miles due west and then north in a series of gorges and 
cliffs where the scenery is so spectacular as to be unvisited. 
So difficult is the travelling below the County that most 
parties take a high level route at all costs. 


WAITAHA PEAKS 

Mount Evans, 8612 feet, has a feasible route from the 
Red Lion Col but its direct County face is unattempted. 
Both the high, 7941 feet, and low, 7919 feet, peaks of the 
Rep Lion are climbable from the County side but the ridge 
between them is very serrated and is not recommended. 
Mount BoomFIeELD, 6885 feet, Artist Dome, 7061 feet, 
and Park Dome, 7688 feet, have fair routes from a cave 
camp in the upper Waitaha at 8535 feet by the Reid 
valley. These three peaks would all be more difficult from 
the County side. THe SmyTH Rance is not readily 
accessible from the Waitaha approaches. On the other 
hand the Hrrcnin Rance is so good as to form a staple 
high level route between the upper Waitaha and the 
Waitaha settlement. 


WAITAHA PASSES 

There is a high saddle from the upper Price to the 
head of the Waitaha, but the best route into the latter is 
from the Seddon Col of the McKenzie valley from which 
care must be taken with steep snow and rock bluffs. From 
the upper Waitaha the route out to Westland habitation 
is to gain the Hitchin Range from below the Reid Creek 
junction, and to traverse Mount Hitchin, 5662 feet, and 
Mount Allen, 5000 feet, to a rough track north of 
Anderson Creek. The descent from the McKenzie Col to 
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the upper County glacier is by a narrow snow gully. 
A possible crossing from the lower County moraine would 
be over a saddle on the Smyth Range leading to Bradshaw 
creek and the Wanganui. Experience in compass work is 
necessary for Waitaha travel, as mists and storms are 
frequent. The County glacier is untraversed. 


WANGANUI VALLEY 

In the upper half of its course the Wanganui valley is 
marked by rough travelling and bluffs but in its lower 
sections there is good flat and beach going between bluffs. 
Its main western tributary, the Adams, is described later 
under ‘Adams Valley’ as it is so closely linked to 
consideration of the Adams Range and the complexity 
of the Perth-Adams-Poerua watersheds. The other major 
feeder of the Wanganui, the Lambert, has its source in the 
Lord Valley from the Strachan Pass, and is marked by a 
gorge of magnificent dimensions which must be avoided. 
Both the Wanganui and the Lambert are marked by 
considerable glaciation and the region has all the variety 
that Westland can offer. 


WANGANUI PEAKS 

Mount Evans, 8612 feet, has as one key route the Red 
Lion Col, but although this has been gained from the 
upper Evans glacier under the Full Moon Saddle the climb 
is a feat of ice virtuosity that should only be used by the 
most experienced parties and under suitable conditions. 
The Rep Lion Peak, 7941 feet, can be climbed from the 
Whirlwind Spur rising N.E. from the Wanganui opposite 
the Vane junction. The Smyru Rance has leading spurs 
from the north bank of the Wanganui but in general the 
side creeks must be avoided as being gorgy. The Snow 
Dome, 8634 feet, and so Mount Wuitcomse, 8656 feet, 
has a route from the Bracken Snowfield well above the 
Evans glacier precipices and up steep rock and gullies, but 
the usual route is the one referred to under ‘ Rakaia Peaks’ 
when the approach via Hazard glacier and Essex Icefall 
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is taken. The west ridge of Snow Dome ends in the 
formidable Buttress, which should be avoided in bad 
weather though it can be turned on its northern flank. 
From the Wilberg glacier at the head of Vane stream 
Camp Saddle gives easy access to MUELLER PEax, 6643 
feet, and difficult rock to Dan Prax on the Lord Range. 
The Lord Valley has new routes yet to be made from 
tributary glaciers to the Lyell Divide peaks of Mounts 
Buair, 8185 feet, Hippen, and Matcotm, 8236 feet. 
Malcolm Peak can be climbed from Mount Stoppart by 
a direct route from the lower Lord valley west of Mad 
Water creek by a spur of steep scrub. Mount LAMBERT 
can either be climbed from the south and the Lambert 
neve or by its E.N.E. ridge from a Col out of the Lambert 
valley below its Icefall. From the Lambert neve Mounts 
TYNDALL, 8262 feet, and Newton Peak, 8250 feet, are 
accessible. 


WANGANUI PASSES 

The Strachan Pass, 5651 feet, has an easy descent to 
the upper Lord valley. Travel down the Lord river for 
two miles on the north bank, then climb easy grass slopes 
to a prominent knob still on north bank. Then sidle about 
a mile to a false lookout, direction being generally N.W. 
From this false lookout the real Blue Lookout is visible 
one mile almost due north. Climb 200 feet then sidle. 
Once on the Blue Lookout it is possible to look straight 
down into Benighted creek. A spur between Benighted 
creek and the Lambert river has a blazed track to just 
above the mouth of Benighted creek. In the main valley 
there is a cage across the Wanganui above the Adams- 
Lambert-Wanganui confluence. Good visibility is needed 
in turning the Blue Lookout. The N.E. bank of the 
Wanganui gives good travelling but all bluffs at which the 
river cuts must be taken well back and high if necessary 
to avoid steep predicaments. From the foot of the Lord 
glacier under the Strachan Pass to Hari Hari on the main 
South Westland road can be done in two days. The 
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Lambert gorge must be avoided at all costs. Another route 
to Hari Hari from the Rakaia headwaters is via the Full 
Moon Saddle (gained from the Bracken Snowfield via the 
Barron or Erewhon Cols) and crevassed Evans glacier to 
the Upper Wanganui, whence the route is on the south 
bank for five miles when a ford of the main river must 
be made to the north bank above Fairfax Stream, and so 
to opposite the Lambert confluence. If the Full Moon 
Saddle route is cut off by crevasses or heavy snow there 
is an alternative in crossing over Mount Lord from the 
Strachan Pass and descending the Hazard glacier to the 
west bank of the Vane Stream and so to the upper 
Wanganui. Still another variant is over Camp Saddle 
between Mueller Peak and Dan Peak to a good spur 
running N.W. from Poker Gully to near the ford to the 
north bank of the Wanganui. The Col from the west of 
the Lambert valley below the Icefall has no good descent 
to the Adams further west and is a cul-de-sac. The Saddle 
from the County moraine valley over the Smyth Range 
leads to good boulder going in the Bradshaw and Smyth 
creeks to the upper Wanganui. 

Note: It must be emphasised that in planning peak or 
pass trips in valleys such as the Wanganui a high standard 
is required both for climbing ability and for river and bush 
crafts when conditions of glazed rock, unseasonal snow, 
floods, and tangled scrub need competence as well as 
endurance. Though newcomers can learn much from this 
country one of their number should have had previous 
experience and all should be fit. It is this extra route 
finding over extensive high level country that places an 
additional hazard in a Strachan Pass crossing. 


76 


ARROWSMITH TO THE POERUA 


Here is some of the highest and the wildest scenery 

in our part of the Southern Alps. Here are new 

routes, new gorges, and new problems to stir the 

blood of rising ambition. Here also are river flats and 

views to give joy to an elderly climber. Here is the 
seed and here is the harvest. 


ARROWSMITH RANGE 


With difficulties of description as well as of climbing 
the Arrowsmith Range has many puzzles. The whole 
massif is so complex, its ridges so devious, and _ its 
watersheds so numerous that it could do with a book for 
itself. As, however, the basis of this guidebook is to take 
each valley, its peaks and passes in turn, that treatment 
must logically be given to the Arrowsmiths as to lesser 
ranges. Even at the risk of repetition it is necessary at this 
stage to outline the Arrowsmith topography thus: in the 
Rakaia valley the Reischek stream and glacier give access 
to climbable routes to Rep, Nortu, and Tue Spires Peaks, 
and in the Jagged Valley there offer Norra, LAWRENCE, 
Jaccep, Prop, and MARQUEE Peaks. From Lake Heron is 
the Cameron valley with routes (referred to below) for 
ARROWSMITH HicH, CovuLorr, Towerr, JAGGED, Prop, 
TENT, and Marquee Peaks. From the AsHBuRTON valley 
there are Pirro, Sours, and Hicu Peaks. From the 
Lawrence branch of the Clyde (Rangitata) there are the 
HicH, Coutorr, Tower, Jaccep, LAwrEeNncE, Nortu, and 
Rep Peaks. Thus two points emerge : 

(a) to understand the topography of the Arrowsmith 

Range it is wise to study that of the Rakaia, Ashburton, 

and Rangitata valley systems 


77 


Mt. Medhurst 
=_ 


Gg i ke eer 
Mt Murray 2 Len 
7865, ~~ 3 i, 


BANce a 
Jollie SistersoS 35 ster Saddle 


oe 


Lanse at £ boulder 
a\ | 
Coulbdir Pe ACV, a 
oir 67 +2) NN 
{cameroiiCaip i hy ~ = 
dj al Peak Jabgrauee Peak 
\' - “Neco! 
J 5300 
/ 
/ 
=—=\ 
\ 
\ 
Top Hut © 
Re SN 
wae > 


as t\ 
<a 


Sketch plan of the 
ARROWSMITH RANGE 
1 4 f i ° 1 2 


Scale of Miles 


Canterbury Mountaineering Club (D. Rainey) 


(b) that peaks such as Hicu, Nortu, and Jaccep fall 

on three sides to three different valleys and therefore 

have a diversity of routes not usually expected. 
And finally, while no guide book should harp on 
difficulties, this one must repeat and repeat that on the 
Arrowsmith Range the rock is usually steep, often loose, 
the exposure severe, and the glaciers broken to the extent 
that all peaks must be treated with great respect as being 
climbs of potential danger all the more fascinating because 
the range is sometimes clear of storms when nor’westers 
are raging on the Main Divide and in Westland.* 


CAMERON VALLEY 

Lake Heron, 2276 feet, and thirty miles from Mount 
Somers township, is the key to the Cameron. Three miles 
north of the Lake Heron homestead ends the last car rut. 
Ford the river to the N.E. bank and after four miles of 
good going on grass and matagouri terraces the Highland 
Home (musterers’) hut has shelter. Return to the S.W. 
bank where the swagging is also easy, and after another 
four miles the Top (musterers’) hut is reached. As 
firewood is scarce in this country and is needed by the 
sheepmen it is best to rely on primuses and fuel for 
cooking. Though the peaks have been climbed from the 
Top Hut it is more convenient to make a high camp 
further up the glacier. 

Unless in flood conditions the Cameron river is 
reasonable to ford. While the absence of bush makes the 
lower valley desolate, the height of the rugged skylines 
makes the scenery grand beyond description. 


CAMERON PEAKS 

The Hicu Prax of Arrowsmith, 9171 feet, has routes 
from the S.W. arm of the Cameron glacier which are 
reached either from the trunk of the main Cameron glacier 
by shingle and rock or from the Douglas glacier and over a 
side saddle east of the Wild Man’s Brother Ridge.* From 


* See illustration 
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the upper Cameron ice the final climbs are up steep rock 
or snow according to the season and the taste of the party 
for such problems. Variants can be made by gaining the 
N.E. ridge. Coutorr Prax, 8675 feet, is climbed from the 
main Upper Cameron glacier by the steep sustained gully 
that gives the peak its name or by steep rock and snow 
to the S.E. of the gully if avalanches sweep the latter. 
Tower Prax, near 8900 feet, has a doubtful approach 
from the north Cameron glacier, which must be watched 
for stonefall—a danger inherent in many Arrowsmith 
climbs. This route has not been attempted from the 
Cameron and it has yet to be proved that a safe one exists. 
Jaccep Peak, 8910 feet, is accessible from the Jagged Col 
by the N.E. arm of the upper Cameron glacier, and by 
the broken and steep east ridge. The unclimbed south 
summit of this peak is a real problem from any angle. 
Prop Perak is a relatively easy climb from either the 
Jagged or Peg Cols and as such is traversable. TenT PEAK, 
7903 feet, has difficult climbing either from the south or 
from the north Cameron. It is best approached from the 
head of the valley to the east. MARQUEE Prax, 8009 feet, 
has a good route from the south and is also accessible 
from Peg Col, but by more exposed climbing. 


CAMERON PASSES 

In summer the Peg Col is a good high route to the 
Jagged valley with easy shingle and snow slopes on both 
sides. Jagged Col is higher and can be cut off by crevasses 
in the N.E. Cameron icefall. Another route to the Rakaia 
offers by a stream (opposite the Top Hut) and Col of 
5800 feet to the head of Bush creek (a Lake stream 
tributary) and another saddle to the Thompson stream 
and hut. S.W. of the Top Hut there is a stream and saddle 
of 5050 feet on the Wild Man’s Brother Range to the head 
of the Ashburton river. 
ASHBURTON VALLEY 

The South Ashburton here described is not to be 
confused with its glacierless north branch lying between 
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the Alford Range and Mount Hutt. The access from the 
Ashburton bridge on the Mount Somers-Lake Heron road 
two miles beyond Hakatere is up the main valley for 
fifteen miles to a musterers’ hut, with a further three miles 
to the Ashburton glacier. Alternatively a party can cross 
from the upper Cameron valley by the 5050 feet saddle 
previously mentioned. 


ASHBURTON PEAKS 

The Hicu Prax, 9171 feet, has a long and difficult 
route from the south ridge, with numerous rock towers 
and deviations, while new routes may lie from the head 
of the glacier or from the S.E. ridge. 


ASHBURTON PASSES 

S.W. of the Musterers’ Hut there is a saddle on the 
Big Hill Range leading to the Potts branch of the Rangitata 
with a hut handy. 


RANGITATA VALLEY 

The Rangitata will be described under the heads of 
Clyde, Lawrence, and Havelock, its major sources. In 
general it is necessary to explain the access. Usually the 
east bank is taken by a road from Mount Somers township, 
past Hakatere, and over the Potts bridge up to Erewhon 
homestead.* This is a good all weather trip by car to 
within eighteen miles of the Main Divide, and equally 
good for either the Clyde or the Havelock. But if the 
river conditions are such that the Clyde is known to be 
unfordable it is a longer but feasible route to drive up the 
road on the west bank for thirty miles beyond Peel Forest 
settlement to the last homestead, Mesopotamia, four miles 
N.W. of Forest Creek, unbridged, and treacherous in flood. 
The Cottage Hut, on the S.E. bank of Alma Creek, is 
some eight miles of good going, and is opposite the 
Havelock-Clyde Forks. 

The climbing in the Rangitata valley includes the 
difficult Arrowsmith peaks and Mount D’Archaic, but 
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many of the eight thousanders and lesser satellites are 
easier than their relations in the Rakaia, and the glaciation 
is not so extensive as in the Perth and Adams valleys on 
the Westland side of the Rangitata Divide. Nevertheless 
the Rangitata mountains are most attractive, and the 
valleys include good stands of bush to vary the monotony 
of shingle and mountain, while in the Havelock the spaces 
are wide and delightful. 


LAWRENCE VALLEY 

Four miles up the east bank of the Clyde from the 
Erewhon homestead enters the Lawrence river from 
between the Jollie and Arrowsmith Ranges. On the N.W. 
bank of the Lawrence at the Clyde confluence is McRae’s 
Hut, a pensioned-off homestead. From here to the glacier 
source of the Lawrence is some fourteen miles of good 
valley and shingle travelling. Four miles up the Lawrence 
and on the S.E. bank is the Hermitage (musterers’) Hut, 
the only permanent shelter in the valley. 


LAWRENCE PEAKS 

The real climbing from the valley and glacier is 
confined to the Arrowsmith Range. Rep Prax, 8500 feet, 
is unclimbed from the southern or Lawrence approach, 
and Nortu Prax, 8658 feet, has a similar distinction 
though an attempt was nearly successful in 1989; very 
steep ice and difficult rock guard both peaks. LAwRENCE 
Prak may have a snow route from the Lawrence glacier. 
Jaccep Prax, 8910 feet, is also unclimbed from the 
Lawrence. Towrr Prax, nearly the same height, has been 
climbed on the Lawrence face by difficult rock. Coutom 
Peak, 8675 feet, is perhaps easier from the Lawrence than 
from the Cameron though it is still a first-class climb from 
any angle. The Lawrence route is gained by a shingle slope 
south of the trunk of the Lawrence glacier, thence by a 
serrated rock ridge and towers characteristic of Arrowsmith 
routes. The Hicu Preax, 9171 feet, has three routes from 
the Lawrence : the first to a col S.W. of Couloir Peak and 
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up a broken rock ridge, the second up an ice pocket and 
gully at the head of the Moses Rock creek, and the third 
to the Ashburton ridge S.W. of the peak, skirting the 
towers where possible on the Lawrence side. OurTLaw 
Prax, 7700 feet, to the N.W. of Moses Rock, can be 
climbed from the Outlaw creek and glacier W.N.W. of 
the Lawrence. 


LAWRENCE PASSES 

Crossings of the Jollie Range from the Lawrence to the 
Rakaia can be made over Ambrose Saddle (by a creek 
N.E. of Moses Rock), and Butler’s Saddle, the easiest and 
most obvious route, from the west of Butler’s creek. To 
the Reischek there are Chowbok Col, and the ice-bound 
Lawrence Col between Red and North Peaks. The 
Cameron Col is accessible on the Lawrence side but is not 
a good route across the range. The Bandolero Col leads 
from the Outlaw creek to the Sinclair glacier. 


CLYDE VALLEY 

The Clyde valley has reasonable going on the west 
bank but as the river is often confined to one stream it 
is a difficult one to ford in times of thaw or flood, nor 
can the east bank be held above the Lawrence junction 
because of the horrific Black Bluff and other obstacles. 
The best fords are found below the Lawrence, and once 
on the west bank, the Broadleaf (musterers’) Hut is fair 
shelter. Up valley the Armada bluff may have to be 
climbed, but this is not a serious delay. The travelling 
above the Armada is easy till above a point opposite the 
McCoy junction, where The Sewer obstructs. If this section 
of the river has cut in against a rock bluff, there is a short 
climb-over. Open boulder riverbed then leads to the Agnes 
stream, on the north bank of which a giant boulder marks 
Agnes (CMC) Bivi, a tin shelter useful for a small party. 
Beyond this the glacier sources of the river are accessible. 
The Clyde tributaries are considerable on the east bank ; 
of these the Sinclair and the McCoy (and its offspring the 
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Billy McCoy) offer valley routes of boulders, terraces and 
scrub, with minor glaciers at their head. The McCoy river 
is troublesome in flood. The tributaries on the west bank 
are smaller and only the Agnes has a sizeable glacier. 


CLYDE PEAKS 

From the Agnes Bivi climbs can be made to the Perth 
Col, with an easy ascent of BAKER Peak, 7450 feet, with 
a further and more icy route to Mount TyNDALL, 8282 
feet. Some of the Adams Range peaks in Westland can 
be climbed from the Agnes Bivi and back in a day. 
Mount OvutraM, 7810 feet, has a difficult ridge route 
from the N.E. On the east side of the Clyde, the Frances 
and McCoy glaciers both give good routes to Mounr 
Nicuoxson, 7500 feet, and Warrior, 8460 feet, can be 
climbed from the head of the Billy McCoy and its icefall 
by a steep west ridge of firm rock. SENTINEL Prax, 7190 
feet, is south of the Billy McCoy. The Sinclair glacier gives 
an east approach to Mounr Amazon, 8200 feet. The 
Cloudy Peak Range has some magnificent climbs from 
both the Clyde and Havelock sides. TrrREME, 7830 feet, 
has a good N.E. ridge from the Agnes glacier. Tauroa, 
7580 feet, has a fair N.E. ridge from the Clyde, a mixed 
rock climb. Mounr Onstow, 7561 feet, is a good rock 
climb from the Broadleaf Hut, while CLoupy Prax, 7870 
feet, is also accessible from this side by its east ridge. 
Watcupoc, 6800 feet, on an off spur of the Cloudy Peak 
Range, will go from a ridge above the Armada Bluff. 
Mounts McRaez, 5678 feet, and JoLie, 7232 feet, have 
routes from the N.E. bank of the Clyde below the Black 
Bluff. 


CLYDE PASSES 

The key Main Divide pass to Westland is the Perth 
Col, reached from the Agnes Bivi by the steep Wee 
McGregor glacier. There is also a high col from the 
Frances glacier to the Lambert neve, rated no harder than 
the Perth Col. The Lyell glacier in the Rakaia can be 
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reached by either the Rangitata Col from the upper 
Frances glacier or preferably by the McCoy Col from the 
McCoy valley. The Sinclair glacier has also a steep snow 
route over the Crossbow saddle to the Kirk glacier and 
stream to the Lyell. The Lawrence passes have previously 
been described. On the Cloudy Peak Range the main pass 
is the Disappointment Saddle, 6900 feet, with a short 
snow route from the Agnes Stream and Glacier, veering 
to the W.S.W. Veil and Fan Cols can be climbed from the 
Clyde from upstream above The Sewer. Another col is 
accessible from the creek above the Armada Bluff. 


HAVELOCK VALLEY 

Assuming a party has travelled to Erewhon homestead 
at the Jumped Up Downs, the Clyde has to be forded 
slightly above the forks of the Clyde-Havelock. Once this 
obstacle is past and the Havelock valley is entered it is 
best to hold to the east bank, climbing short bluffs if river 
course and flow make them necessary. The first stop is 
at the Forks (musterers’) Hut, a mile up the Havelock 
valley, and the going thereafter for nine miles is 
delightfully easy to the Havelock (CMC and Station) Hut, 
which is handy in rough weather but is little use as a 
climbing base. Another six miles is good grass and boulder 
hopping to the Eric Bivi; if the Havelock is high it is 
wise to hold the east bank with a few bluff scrambles, and 
to make a ford close to the scrub island on which the Bivi 
stands. But if the rivers are easily fordable it is best to cross 
the Havelock at Darkey Jim’s Bush (I do not use the local 
name of Totara Point because of the confusion with a 
similar point and name in the Rakaia) to the west bank 
above the Forbes junction, and to make from point to 
point. The flow of the St. Winifred stream has a swift fall 
like Cattle creek in the Rakaia and is perhaps more 
dangerous than the Havelock itself. If the rivers are too 
flooded to use the Clyde-Erewhon approach, and a party 
travels up the west bank via Mesopotamia and the Cottage 
or Black Mountain Hut, the going on the west bank is 
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good both to and beyond the Growler (musterers’) Hut, 
situated about half way to the Havelock Hut. The ten 
miles between the Growler and the Eric Bivi is good 
travelling if the rivers are low, and only the Forbes 
presents any problem till the St. Winifred is reached. 

Above the Eric Bivi the travelling is on the west bank 
with only minor bluffs, and the open riverbed at the head 
gives good access to the Havelock moraine beyond which 
the glacier offers little difficulty to experienced parties. 
There is a short cut to the south of the glacier but its 
advantage may be offset by danger from falling rocks. 
From the Cloudy Peak Range on the east bank of the 
Havelock there are several creeks; where gorges occur 
they can be bypassed by climbing above them through 
scrub and across shingle. The west bank of the Havelock 
by comparison has several important tributaries which are 
rivers in their own right. Bush creek, opposite the Potts 
junction, has a musterers’ hut six miles up the valley, and 
a good track. Black Birch creek has gorges which must 
be passed on the south bank. Alma creek is open beyond 
its short gorge. Growler, Camp and Carney’s creeks have 
no difficulties. Murphy creek gorge is avoided by a low 
saddle (Easy Col) from the Forbes opposite Oklahoma. 
The Forbes river valley is wide and open with no gorges. 
In its lower reaches the St. Winifred is turbulent and 
bristles with scrub. Eric Stream is open and its rough bed 
can be avoided on north bank by using terraces. 


HAVELOCK PEAKS 

The Main Divide peaks are all accessible individually 
from the Eric Bivi. The shortest route to MouNT OuTRAM, 
7810 feet, is up the Havelock Glacier to below its icefall, 
where a rubbly ridge of rock leads to neve giving either 
a direct face climb or a variation to Havelock Col, where 
the west ridge of Outram is the firmest, easiest rock 
imaginable. Mount Sceptre, 7675 feet, is best tackled 
from the Havelock Col by its east ridge, and the more 
direct face route from the valley floor is not recommended 
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being subject to avalanche risk. Mounr Epison, 7669 
feet, involves a steep climb to the Divide from the upper 
Havelock gorge, and a traverse of a bump called * Rankin’. 
Sworp Prax, 7630 feet, has good snow and rock routes 
from the col north of Milne Peak to the S.E., or Gunn 
Pass to the S.W. MitNnrE Prax, 6950 feet, has a steep spur 
from the Havelock, north of the Eric Bivi or a short rock 
scramble from a glacier feeder of the Eric stream. 


The Eric Twins and Dorin are minor peaks 
traversable from N.E. to S.W. or vice versa. Mount 
McCuure, 8192 feet, has a tortuous snow route from the 
head of the Eric valley to its west divide ridge via Dummy 
Col to Hidden Col with an alternative south ridge from 
the St. Winifred valley from the Terra Nova Pass over 
loose rock and steep snow needing slow and careful rope 
work. The Cloudy Peak Range has as attractive routes 
from the Havelock as from the Clyde: Trrreme Prax, 
7830 feet, and Tauroa, 7580 feet, has interesting rock 
and ice variants. CLoupy Prax, 7870 feet, can be climbed 
from the Forks Hut by a prominent tussock and rock 
ridge. Mount McMiuxan, 6186 feet, has a good ridge 
from the spurs between the Forbes and the St. Winifred 
valleys, and the snowier OxLaHoMa, 6957 feet, also has 
such alternatives. The Two Thumb Range stretches from 
Split Peak in the south to Pyramus Peak in the north and 
has many important climbs. Pyramus Prax is used as a 
traverse route to the Terra Nova Pass, south of which 
is THe CoMMANDER, 7750 feet, approached from the 
head of the Godley glacier. THz ONLOOKER, a satellite of 
Mount D’Archiac, can be traversed from the Forbes or the 
Dennistoun glacier of the Godley. Mount D’Arcutac, 9279 
feet, is the king of the Havelock-Godley valleys and has 
many routes from both. The usual Havelock route* is from 
the Revelation Col west of The Onlooker, and up the steep 
east rib. The south ridge of D’Archiac is one of severe 
difficulty demanding very good conditions and as good a 
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party. Mounr Coates, 7850 feet, is traversable from 
Twilight Pass or the South Forbes glacier. Mount Earte, 
7950 feet, has good routes from the Twilight Pass or from 
the Murphy glacier. ExeTeR Prax, 7339 feet, is an easy 
unclimbed peak from the head of the Growler creek. 
Mount Atma, 8204 feet, is a fine rock pyramid usually 
climbed by its south ridge, though the north and east 
ridges are also feasible. AcuiLLEs Prax, 8200 feet, is 
feasible from Alma creek. THE Two Tuumas, 8338 feet, 
are accessible from the head of the Black Birch valley 
and give steep rock work. Gain the upper Black Birch 
valley by a saddle above Crooked Spur Hut, four hours 
from Mesopotamia via Bush creek. Sptir Prax has no 
problems. 


HAVELOCK PASSES 

On the Main Divide the Havelock Col is too precipitous 
on the Westland Perth side to be used. Gunn Pass from 
the North Eric Glacier can be used by alpine swaggers. 
Dennistoun’s Pass is also feasible from the upper Eric 
valley. On the Cloudy Peak Range the Disappointment 
Saddle, 6900 feet up the Agnes, has a good descent to the 
Havelock Glacier. Veil Col is a good alternative route 
from the Clyde to the Havelock. Fan Col has a bad barrier 
gorge on the Havelock side. 

The col from the Armada Bluff (Clyde) has good creek 
access to the Havelock north of Darkey Jim’s Bush. The 
Two Thumb Range also has a diversity of saddles that 
can be used by parties crossing sub-ranges as their hobby, 
or as a lure to enterprise at the end of a climbing trip. 
Terra Nova Pass at the head of the St. Winifred glacier 
has a barrier icefall and avalanche danger both of which 
can be avoided by traversing Mount Pyramus to the upper 
Godley glacier. The Revelation Col is easy from the 
Dennistoun glacier, Godley tributary, but is steep and 
broken on its south Forbes side. Twilight Pass has a good 
crossing to the Separation branch of the Godley; from 
the Forbes valley the access is by shingle and snow on the 
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southern flank. The remainder of the saddles lead to the 
Macaulay valley, a Godley feeder. Murphy Col is a high 
snow route. Alma Col can be taken from the head of the 
Alma Stream to the N.E. Gorge Stream of the Macaulay, 
with an alternative to the same tributary by the Tom 
Thumb Col from the Black Birch Stream. 


PERTH VALLEY 

The Perth River flows through few true gorges but its 
bluffs are numerous, its upper reaches are rough, its 
feeders are hard to ford and it is for the most part 
untracked. In following my outline of the areas in this 
guide book I have hitherto worked from north to south in 
general direction. But because the Canterbury route from 
the Rangitata to the Adams must pass through the Perth 
headwaters, in this instance I have changed the valley 
order to Perth-Adams-Poerua in that sequence. The 
travelling in the Perth throughout its length is confined to 
the south bank; with the exception of the topmost mile 
and a sector below the Barlow confluence the north bank 
of the Perth glowers with bluffs. On the south bank the 
main problem is dense rain forest and boulders, both of 
which can be avoided in some places by striking up for 
some two hundred feet and sidling along terraces. River 
problem is highlit by the Scone creek which varies from 
a sunny rivulet to a fierce torrent twice the depth of a 
man and so swift that one party making a roped crossing 
had to use the conflicting forces of the Scone and the 
Perth at their confluence to sweep them to the far bank 
of the former. But although difficult in places, the Perth 
is by no means one of the worst river valleys in Westland. 


Below the Scone junction river beaches and bluffs 
alternate, and the cattle track from the flat 600 yards east 
of Hughes creek begins before Nolan’s Hut at Hughes 
creek then climbs high and stays well above the Perth 
gorge west of Hughes Creek, till the parent river, the 
Wataroa, is reached and the track leads to a prospectors’ 
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suspension bridge to the S.W. bank of the Wataroa and 
a five mile walk to the main south road near the Wataroa 
settlement. 


PERTH PEAKS 

The Main Divide peaks are either very precipitous, or 
inaccessible or both from the Perth side. Although Mount 
OvutraM, 7810 feet, and its N.E. ridge, and perhaps a 
variant on the N.N.E. face are climbable, a direct ascent 
of the north face from the Perth glacier is not on the 
cards. Nor does Sceptre, 7675 feet, seem any better on 
its north face. Mount Epison, 7669 feet, however, has a 
magnificent ridge of red rock that would be a good climb 
from the Perth. Sworp, 7630 feet, is also an unknown 
. quantity from the Perth, but a route from Prospector’s 
Creek should go. Mount McCuure, 8192 feet, has new 
Westland possibilities. The other Perth Divide peaks are 
in the Godley Glacier and Wataroa watersheds, and thus 
are beyond my scope. The Adams Range proper begins 
from Mount TYNDALL, 8282 feet, and NEwron Prax, 
both of which have an ice route from the easternmost 
neve of the Perth glacier above Baker Prax. On the 
south slopes of the head of the Adams Range stretches 
the Garden of Eden Ice Plateau, with its outlet icefalls, 
Eve, Cain, Abel, and Serpent. West of Newton Peak are 
two unnamed peaks, with face routes from the south or 
traverse routes from the west and the east. GUARDIAN 
Peak, 7500 feet, is a good rock scramble from west or 
east, and Mount Farrar, 7982 feet, has both a good 
snow route and some minor unnamed unclimbed bumps. 
THe Great Unknown has a long spiky rock route from 
Adverse Creek, with better access from the north face 
and a Barlow tributary. Mounts Hurxa, 7721 feet, and 
KENSINGTON, 8150 feet, are unclimbed from the west. The 
Devit’s BACKBONE, west of Mount Farrar, is untraversed 
on its loose rock. Mount Apams, 7247 feet, is unclimbed 
from the S.E. (Barlow) side but has a grassline access 
from the main south road N.E. of Dry creek. 
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PERTH PASSES 


The Perch Col has a steep descent to the Perth glacier,° 
but once the trunk is reached the going is easy and there 
is a good camp site beyond the terminal face. The Perth 
Col can be used as a gateway for other enterprises : 
crossings to the Adams glacier and valley by either Adams 
or Angel Cols, both easy from the south and the Garden 
of Eden Ice Plateau ; a crossing to the Adverse valley by 
a complete traverse of the Garden of Eden and down the 
steep Adverse glacier, or a variant traverse of the Garden 
to the Barlow glaciers and valley where gorges make the 
going tricky to the Perth. Other Divide passes are from 
the Havelock valley : The Havelock Col is undescendable 
on the Perth face, Gunn Pass leads to Prospector’s creek 
by a series of cascades and scrub tussles, and Dennistoun 
Pass, 6500 feet, to Bettison creek, a Scone tributary, with 
bad bluffs added to other troubles. The main pass from 
the Scone is Sealy, 5800 feet (Godley glacier), when the 
east bank of the valley must be followed for most of the 
way, with a ford half a mile from the Perth. 


ADAMS VALLEY 

The Adams Icefall is fed by the Adams, Beelzebub, 
and Arethusa tributary glaciers, and although the head of 
the river is a fine flat,* its sudden fall to Eblis Gorge and 
bluffs below is so difficult that it has not yet been traversed 
to the Wanganui which it feeds. The route down the 
Icefall although once used by a sidle of steep rock on 
the east flank is reported to be cut off by ice retreat, and 
the alternative high on the west flank across the Arethusa 
neve to scrub bluffs and Alpheus creek is a difficult one. 
The exit from the valley is over Speculation Hill, 5300 
feet, by its S.E. grass ridge from Boulderpool creek. The 
routes to the lower Wanganui from Speculation Hill by 
the Hot Springs creek and gorges, or by a high level route 
due N.E. along razorbacks were both difficult and in 


* See illustration 
91 


places hazardous. An untried route is to sidle west from 
Speculation Hill and along the top basins of Hot Springs 
creek to Mount Ferguson and the Wilberg Range where 
a spur would lead due north to Hari Hari settlement. 


ADAMS PEAKS 

Mount LAMBERT, 8050 feet, has a fine unclimbed 
ridge W.S.W. from the Beelzebub Icefall, from which 
there are possibilities of routes to the unnamed peaks 
west of Newton Peak. Mount Huxxa, 7721 feet, is a 
rock splinter with a route from the Iceland Col. Mounr 
KENSINGTON, 8150 feet, has also a route from the Iceland 
Col up its southern ice, but its north ridge is unattempted. 


ADAMS PASSES 

In crossing the Adams or Angel Cols to the Adams 
valley the best camp is on The Icefall Lookout north of 
the Angel Col. The descent to the Adams valley can only 
be faced by experienced and resolute parties, and even 
on the flats the Adams river is difficult to cross. The Col 
from Alpheus Creek to the Poerua is unknown and untried. 


POERUA VALLEY, PEAKS AND PASSES 

It is fitting to end this guide book with a valley whose 
head is as yet unvisited because of its inaccessibility by 
high levels and its line of barrier gorges. This label of 
“Unexplored’ should be a challenge to future parties. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Acknowledgments and Sources 


My TAsK Is DONE, and the 50 valleys are described. If 
readers report mistakes to me they will be corrected in 
future editions of this guide book. For the errors corrected 
in my first draft I am exceedingly grateful to the 
following: Canterbury Mountaineering Club including 
Stan Conway, J. C. Pattle, Len Boot, D. Morse, P. 
Beveridge, G. Harrow, C. Turner, C. Holdsworth, G. H. 
Thompson, L. Cleveland, W. Hannah, D. O. W. Hall, 
T. N. Beckett ; New Zealand Alpine Club including C. E. 
Collins, R. D. Dick, C. G. Buchanan; Tararua Tramping 
Club including L. D. Bridge, B. D. A. and Joan Greig, 
and O. M. Prebble. I must emphasise that I have merely 
written an outline; parties wishing to get closer detail I 
advise to write to the Secretaries of these clubs who could 
put them in touch with men who have made recent trips 
to the areas described. Canterbury Mountaineering Club, 
P.O. Box 106, Christchurch ; NZAC, P.O. Box 463, Christ- 
church; and Tararua Tramping Club, P.O. Box 1008, 
Wellington. I have also been helped by deer killers from 
the Wild Life Branch of the Department of Internal 
Affairs, Les Pracey, R. Fraser and Murray Scholefield. 
Other tramping clubs have shown interest and given 
help — M. B. McGlynn (Wellington Catholic T.C.) ; R.S. 
Boyd, R. A. Morris, D. R. Fountain, and P. L, Preston 
(Canterbury College T.C.); B. C. Moss and J. Tait 
(Nelson T.C.) and E, Porter and D. McD. Baker. 


For use of some of the photographs I am grateful to 
the Ministry of Works and John Rowe whose prints 
are acknowledged in captions. The Canterbury Moun- 
taineering Club generously allowed the publishers to make 
blocks from the originals of maps referred to under 
“sources” and the Department of Lands and Survey gave 
permission to adapt the four mile sheets used. In the 
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necessary sweat of proof reading I was helped by O. M. 
Prebble, W. H. Gibbs and my wife, and I record my 
thanks to Robin Muir of the Pegasus Press for his agreeable 
encouragement throughout. 


Permission to use huts varies from club to club. The 
policy of the Canterbury Mountaineering Club stated 
expressly by its executive is : 


1. No prior bookings for any hut are ever granted 
without the expressed written permission of the 
Club’s executive committee. 


2. Club members have at all times absolute priority to 
the use of all the hut’s facilities and bunks where 
available. 


3. Where any hut or bivvy is not fully occupied by 
members any person is welcome to enjoy the 
facilities not in use provided that no women enter 
or sleep in a C.M.C. hut if any C.M.C. member 
present objects.* Note: It should be understood 
that huts are usually fully occupied by members at 
holiday times and non-members are advised to 
provide alternative accommodation (tents) if 
proposing to visit during such times. C.M.C. huts 
in areas described are open free to general public 
on the conditions given. (It costs a lot to maintain 
these huts and all donations will be welcome.) The 
huts are: Carrington (21 bunks), Anti-Crow (12 
bunks), Barker (9 bunks), Park-Morpeth (6 bunks), 
Pyramid (2 bunks), Grassy Flats (5 bunks), Tom 
Creek (Whitcombe) (6 bunks), Lyell (Rakaia) 
(10 bunks), Havelock (6 bunks), and Banfield (6 
bunks). The bivvies are: Edwards, Mingha, Anti- 
Crow, Agnes, and Eric (each sleeps up to 6). 


* This is not as bleak as it sounds. In practice the members of 
the Canterbury Mountaineering Club are hospitable and have 
on many occasions welcomed mixed parties at loss of their 
own elbow room.— J.P. 
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The Canterbury-Westland section of the N.Z. Alpine 
Club has its Arthur’s Pass hut in the settlement, and 
a hut by the Greenlaw Creek in the Waimakariri. All 
members of the NZAC pay no further hut fees than their 
subscription to the club. All non-members pay 3/6 per 
night reducible to £1 for each complete week. There 
are no hut fees for the NZAC bivi at the head of the 

It is obvious that firewood should be replenished and 
a hut left clean by any party using it, and that especial 
care should be taken to put out the embers of a fire 
however safe it may appear. 


Technique and Safety are matters well beyond my 
scope. They have been well set out in these publications : 
Safe Tramping (price 1d), Safe Climbing (price 3d), 
Search and Rescue Organization (price 1s) — all from the 
Tararua Tramping Club, P.O. Box 1008, Wellington, and 
by Safety in the Mountains, Federated Mountain Clubs 
of NZ—from local booksellers (price 1s 6d). 


SOURCES 


I re-read many times the club magazines of the N.2Z. 
Alpine Club (1 to 37, from 1892 to 1950), of the Tararua 
Tramping Club (1 to 4, from 1947 to 1950), the Tararua 
Tramper (1923 to 1950), and, most of all, of the 
Canterbury Mountaineering Club (1 to 19, from 1932 to 
1950). Space does not allow me to detail all the articles 
which were relevant, but in particular these must be 
noted: N.Z. Alpine Journal No. 85, 1948, ‘The Nelson 
Lake District’ by L. J. Dumbleton; Canterbury Moun- 
taineer No. 10, 1941, “The Poulter Watershed’ by T. N. 
Beckett, No. 17, 1948, ‘The Arrowsmith Range’ by 
Deryck Morse, No. 18, 1949, ‘The Wilberforce Valley 
by Harry Walker, and No. 19, 1950, ‘The Havelock 
Valley’ by D. L. Parr. The maps in these publications 
were most helpful. Generally I relied on the best maps 
available, but in some cases inaccurate maps had me 


95 


scratching. Here are my best map sources: Kaikouras 
(1 : 63360 series Provisional 1 Mile sheets of Awatere and 
Clarence), Spensers and Harper Pass (1 : 63360 sheets of 
St. Arnaud, Spenser, Lewis, Lake Sumner), Arthur’s Pass 
National Park (out of print), Arahura to Wanganui (topo 
sheets from the Hokitika and Mikonui Subdivisions of 
the Geol. Survey Reports 1906-8, out of print), Poulter, 
Wilberforce, Rakaia, Arrowsmith, Havelock (Canterbury 
Mountaineer as above) and Perth-Adams (my Unclimbed 
New Zealand, first edition, out of print). In some cases 
I relied on my own local knowledge to tell me what the 
maps lacked, and the critics of my first draft, listed above, 
gave full details where I needed them. 


I have drawn widely from many sources, as acknow- 
ledged in this Postscript, and after a year’s work on the 
text circulated my draft to over thirty authorities. As 
ski-ing, shooting and skating are sports in which I have 
no skill, I have confined myself to tramping and climbing 
in which my main interests lie. I must underline that 
mountain distances are misleading, and times, more so. 
Twenty miles in Canterbury may be only a day’s swagging, 
but a mile in a Westland gorge may count as fifteen hours’ 
hard work. In the few instances I give times they will 
be improved by fast parties but will not dismay novices 
or those persevering in bad weather conditions. Sunshine, 
low rivers, cleared tracks can halve times; rain, flood, 
storm, landslide can treble them. 


With all its imperfections, this guide book may stand 
as a record of an increasing knowledge gained by New 
Zealanders from the Kaikouras to the Rangitata. 
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Caine Mountaineering Club (C. Holdsworth) 
HEADWATERS OF THE WILBERFORCE RIVER 


Allen & Unwin (Unclimbed New Zealand) 


f Reference 
Routes shown to MtEvans thus: 
Christmas 193] , RECONNAISANCE xx«xdunxenx 

Christmas 1932,Siege .. .. .00e0000000 
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